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Cover C h i nmilitarg leaders, keaking withtheir past reliance on the sheer
mass of their mechanized armibaye decidedb significantly transcend their
currentrules and regulation®rganizational structures, and dated equipment
with informatized concepid his strategic redirection may well represent a
fiquantumlikeo leap beyond their preseday military capabilities. The two
dragons on the cover symbolize this explosive break with the mechanized past
and their emergent future with an effectively more agile, repiictrum force.
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FOREWORD

Chinese observations of warfarethe information agéaveresulted in
a widespreadtransformationand metamorphosieft he Peopl e b s
Army (PLA) from a mechanized to an informegdforce. This transformation
has affectedhearly every aspect @hina onslitary from strategy to logistics to
educational development

The Dr agonds Oteradstd peeh batkette pransformation
process anduncover the impact ohew modes of thoughtn several key
segments of military deslopment(culture, stratagems, crisis management,
deception, and reconnaissance among other elenteatsjigitatage thought is
affecting It expandsthe scopebut not the basic theoreticaltheme of the
a ut htea pevious works on Chineseformation warfare conceptsThey
wereDragon Byteswhich coveed Chinese IW activities from 1998003 and
Decoding the Virtual Draggrwhich coveed Chinese IWactivities from2003
2006 The Dr agonds ufdatesnhesemondegsagnd activities to
mid-200and compl etes the auAtshowibtsh ttrhiel
previous worlk, this book primarily usesoriginal Chinese souramaterial

New military thinking in the PLA in conjunction with digital
advancements in other areas (economic, dipliemand so on)has resulted in
the closer integration of military and civilian planning and actidssa result
of these improvements, Chinese military theory and systems will be more
flexible and competitive, enabling the PLA to become an aspiring soyyer
in the twentyfirst century. T h e D r &ugaotund keapexamines this
transformation in detail. The booekll cause thegeneramilitary reader andhe
Chinesesecurity specialisto think in different terms about Chinese military
activitiesandto consider things yet unconsidered

TomWilhelm

Director

Foreign Military Studies
Office

2009



INTRODUCTION

Accelerating the informatizatidouildup of the Chinese military and
constructing the informatized armed forces as quickly as possible form the core
thinking of Comrade Jiang Zemin regarding the strengthening of the buildup of

the modernization of national defense and the armed forhésisTwhat is
primarily entailed in the revolution in military affairs with Chinese
charactleristicsé

The Peopleds Liberation Army (PLA
western wartime experiences over the past twenty years. The PLA has
accumulatedi| essons | earnedo from these e
Chinads tr ai nincluded teerm énrtheiedsicat®nalzumiallums
This hasenabled China tbetter prepare for potential conflicts andpi@dict
with some degree of certaintiie rature offuture war in aninformation age
context

The study of informatiorage conflictshashad a profound effect on
C h i nndlitary leaders andrganizatioml structure This is expressed in the
P L Aidtsgratedapproach to military affairs, combirgrits ingrained historical
proclivities (use of the dialectic and a comprehensive approach, focus on
deception and strategy, seeking out strategic advantagei, @tc.) with new

technol ogi cal concepts. Thi snewmotlee g r a
of thinking, the focus of this bookT h e PLAOGS new mode
encourages innovation and creativitfyt akes t he best i de

military history and combines them with new concepts and visions resulting
from the current discussion offormation agedevelopments.

The principal motivators for these changes wéie use of information
technologiesy the United States (US) and its coalition partrierthe recent
wars in IragandAfghanistantheUSledNor t h At l antic Trea
(NATO) conflict with Serbia oveKosovoin 1999; andhe 1996 confrontation
between China andi¢ US over TaiwarPLA theoristsstudied thee hightech
applications and came away impressed(bordering on awe)with the
enhancementhat information technologiesffered

lWang Baocun, AA VieBuofdupeofnfbem&hine
Information Warfare in ChinaXinhua Publishing, 2005, New Military Affairs
Reference (Special Edition), p. 116.
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The Chinese response was to begin building a theoretical and tactical
framework to support a military transformation with Chinese characteristics
that would keep them competitive in the coming ye®EA leaders bedve
these changes arequired forChinato remain competitivén the current world
environment The focus of the transformation was on two levels: transforming
from a mechanized to an informatized féreen d updati ng t he
thinking. C h i n alitary cultare, theoretical developments, and planning and
preparations for war have all been affected.

Incoming Pacific Command commander Admiral Robert Willaeds
noted that HAChina has EXCEEDED most

capabiltyanl capacity every year. Theyove
those ca’plahbei | Ditagsn®s d@cussest saveral bfetrep
devel opment s i n Chinads mo d e io f

transformation. The focus is on the integration of alteand new, which has
injecteddigital devices andhew life into campaign stratagems and deception;
andont he desire to think creatively
concepts such a8 beyond me awa engireerihgsystem attack
warfare, and nomvar military operationsOther issues have also been affected,
such as Chi orisi$nsanagemaniniitgryt cultaré, and information
warfare

The Chinese military hasenhancedi t s iinformat.i z
capabilities across the board. ishransformation is often referredto a8 & e a p
frogo devel opment fr om zeuforoeeHolveverasz e d
retired Chinesénformation warfare speciali€éeneral Wang Baocumotes,as
the power of weapons and equipthegrows qualitatively the combat
capabiliteso f Ch i n a 6 s expooentially $hergfareothe alinclusive
nature of the transformation coul d
thinking and modernization isynchronizationwith modern develgpments
worldwided notjust a leap froggndeavor.

To fully understand tis quantum leapone needs to consider a wide
array of activities in the PLANd think as comprehensively as the Chinese do
Focusing on a single area does not provide the proper scwpdepth of the

2 Several terms (cyber, digital, network) that are informat@ated in English are

translated from Chinesinto English in a number of ways (informationization,
informationalization, etc.). In this work, informatization will be used as a noun and
informatized as an adjective in place of these variants. When quotes or books/articles
are referenced, thetransl@ar 6 s version of the term wil
SJames A. Lyons, fACount eWashimgion Biegss) i ng 6 s |
December 2009, p. B3.
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transformation.Chinese military documentselected for this work highlight
several ofthese dramatic technical and theoretical shift the PLA. Theend
result is thaealization that the PLA is ocafast track in its transforman from

a mechanized to an informatized force amthe introduction of a new mode of
thinking. This book shinesparticular light on the latter aspect of this
transformation. However, the reader should be reminded thatb o o k 6 s
materialon t he PLWp i so t d afeyendhoughhtiaetmaterial
herein covers Chinese writings through 2009, who really knows to what level
the PLA has advanced at the present timie® survey only scratches the
surface of all the available texts on the PLA and its newenud thinking.

The book is divided into three parts. Part One examines the ideas
behind new modes of thinking (the boblarestricted Waran article that a
Chinese general wrote on new modes of thought, and a case stundyv of

modes of thoughtinthe é6s mi |l itary culture). P
the changes to ancient Chinese concepts imnfoemation aggdeception and
stratagems) . Al so discussed are <cha

concept. Part Three focuses more closely on digital thouglf t he PL AG6 s
reconnaissancenaexamination of @ook dedicated to the idea of information

war in China, and a look at how Taiwan views the Chinese concept of
information war). Part Foucomprisesthe conclusions one draws from this
work.

Chapter One examines thel999 book Unrestricted Warand the
responses of the international community to this highly controversial work.
is this authordéds opinion that the C
publishing thiswork sinceit opered the eyes of many US planners and
tacticians to the potential attack options of a host of natiates and
insurgents.The book may have played a small role in the development of
Chinabdés informatized concept dudt to
played a much larger role, it appears, as a catalyst for the introduction of a new
mode of thinkingor the PLA

Chapter Two discussesthe impact of systemmand informatized
processeson military thought, describinghe transition tonew modes of
thinking based on innovationThe chaptee x ami nes one autho
integrating information technology into a Sun Tzu stratagem; and another
authorés twelve recommend atthe @AsThef o r
Chinese stress innovation and creatihinking. They believehait even though
China wasnot the first to develop i
chance to be the most effective in usimgw information technologies New
concepts such @sar engineering afinsdy st e m artetoa cakr ew aerxf az
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along with some subtle changes in military culture.

ChapterThree examines sixtysix articles onmilitary culture written
primarily by PLA authors in the journahina Military ScienceThe discussion
covers Chinese traditional cul ture
military culture, 0 the | att eranalysis ng
describes how military culture has progressed in the PLA through the years and
offersthe reader insights intd h i rpeejadicesabout the WestThis is one of
the few discussions available 8h.A culture froma Chinese military academy
source.

Chapterourdescribes Chinese deception theory. The chapter starts by
looking back at @i na6s hi sand fascitatolwithrdeception fihe
chapterthen analyzes how China has applied modern day technologies to its
deception theorgspecially with regard to camouflage techniques and efforts to
fool reconnaissance asseThese appliations encourage continued study of
deception techniques both on the battlefield and in the virtual worta: they
are so realistic and applicableth® contemporardigital world.

ChapterFive takes a look atampaign stratagems fromhagh-tech
vantage point. The chapter examines how to create and apply campaign
stratagemsan accordance with higtech equipmenand whattechnological
forte is required oftwentyfirst century commander€ne interesting focal
point is the list of issues that Cleise commanders must master to become
proficient in the digitalage: dialectical thought, logical thinking, thinking in
images, threelimensional thought, unconventional thought, and associative
thought. This chapter, based on the boGampaign Stratagemss of great
interest since its detailed discussion of various campaign stratagems is
applicable to any armed force.

ChapterSix di scusses t he P {teéhdcdogy fcrisis u s
management responses. The chapter highlights the Chinese response to the Mz
2008 SichuanProvince earthquake in which upwards of 90,000 people
perished. Of interest to military specialists is that th& BLs -tedh ge$ponse
is viewedby Chinese theoristas a nommilitary, high-tech response that helps
prepare the PLA for informatized warfafdon-military actionsare described
as well. Theyare becominggn i mportant ingredient
thinking. Perhaps this is the most important chapter in the batikregard to
potential cooperation with the Chinesgnce crisis management offers China
and any potential opponent a method through wtachverta potential crisis.
The Chinese are warlg to improve their current crisis management system
and western analysts should follow these developments closely.
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Chapter 8venis a | ook at t h erangP Lelkdirenic | o n
reconnaissance concefitdiscusses, in a temporal manner, the development of
t he PL A é&fensigecthinkingein regard to information warfare. This
focus represents a ¢ hangeendecooocepHd@h i n a
and whernChina might use itactiveoffensive concepts for purposes other than
reconnaissance is clear, but, asgeneral oncepts, they are worrisome. It does
not bode well for future cooperation and stability if Chinese theoriatky réo
believe (as they openly state) tltdhi na can of fset an oy
superiority only if China strikes .

ChapterEightis a summary othe Chinese bookformation Warfare
in China Publishedin 2005, the workcompiles the writings ofome of the
bestretired PLAtheoreticians and strategists: Wang Baocun, Shen Weiguang,
Wang Pufeng, and Li Bingyarto name but a few. Thd&ook includes
discussions oboth the theory and technological underpinnings of While
there is not as much information in the book as one would desire on the
development of a new mode of thinking, the discussion does uncover some
Chinese interests of value to analysts.

ChapterNine discusses théhoughts of Taiwanese IW specialists who

regul arly examine t he PLAOGS i nf or me
focuses on Taiwands perception of t
political wor k., i nformation warfare

plethora of information warfare institutes. The examination reveals that Taiwan,
perhaps due to its intimacy withe Chinese language and culture, picks up on
aspects of Chilas i nf or mat i on swhatrWesterners rib@ecte | o
These aspects include acupuncture warfare, highiyrolled warfare, and
political work Web sitesall items of interest to people studying a new mode of
thinking.

Chapter Ten lists theonclusons this analysis has gemated focusing
on the main issue of this text: tHepact of the transformation from a
mechanized to an informatized foroe modes of thought in the PLAhe list
of conclusions is indicative of the challenges facing weséemies as they
confront the opportunities for cooperation or potential conflict with the PLA.

There are alsdour appendixes. Appendix Oneovers information
related articles in the PLA journ&hina Military Scienceover the past few
years Appendix Twoanalyzes two Chinese concepts and their adaptation to the
information age the concept ofshi and thethirty-six stratagems of war.
Appendix Three offers definitions of additional decepfielated terms not
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discussed in Chapter Foukppendix Four lists the table of contents dive
books of relevance for the topic afew modes of thought based on a
transformation from a mechanized to an informatized force.

This work completes a trilogy on Chinese information warfare issues.
The work Dragon Bytescoves Chinese IW activities from 1992003
Decodingthe Virtual Dragoncoves Chinese IW activities from 2063006
andThe Dr agon?ds co@eastheperiodrfrom 20800, with some
additional material included from earlier yeaf®pefully these three worksan
serveas aguide toa western understandingofth e PLAGs transf c
in theinformation agelt is the purpose of theseorks to help western analysts
draw a more realistic picture of the challenge the PLA presents in the IW
aren® anda picturefor areas of potential collaboration

13



PART ONE:

The Book

Unrestricted Warfare,
New Modes of Thought,
and Military Culture




CHAPTER ONE: UNRESTRICTED WARFARE : INSTIGATOR
OF A NEW MODE OF THINKING?

This chapter analyzesthe controversial aspects of thisook andexamines
several noveChineseconcepts that haveceived scant attention in the West.

éproposing a new concept of weapon
springboard of new technology, it just demands lucid and incisive thinking.
However, this is not a strong point of the Americans, who are slaves to
technology in their thinking.

Introduction

In 1999the Chinese released a book titlddrestricted Warfare The
book cause@dn uproammong Western analysts for its aAitnerican overtones
andrecommende@mployment of an unrestricted set of warfightmgasures
that appeared to go beyond tlags of armed conflict In hindsight the book
also may haveserved asone of the primary catalysts for a new mode of
thinking in the Peopleds Liberation

At the time oft h e brelaadethes PLA was 8ll in a state of awe
over themilitary prowess that th&nited StatesUS) and its alliance partners
had demonstrateih the 1991 war with Iraq and ithe mid1990s internecine
conflictin Yugoslavia A key component inteach tabee \
was its reliance on a new set of military options focused on information
technologies (IT). In Iraq IT included the expanded use of simulations and
precision weaponry for the first tim@Vith regard toYugoslavia the Chinese
witnessed howhe Dayton Accord®eace Procegivolving the Presidents of
Serbia, Bosnia, and Croatialdjlized IT simulations and mamakingabilitiesto
fiend the war withouighting,0 an oftenstated Chinesmilitary aspiration

The PLA feltquite helpless in the face of such a promind@nbased
military force. The concepts ddnrestrictedWarfareprovided the PLA with a
plausible method for confronting angerhapswinning a waragainst sucha
superior opponenAc cor di ng t o sttiseoulth e @adcdnplisheds t h
with combinations of mearsmployedin an unrestricted fashioandwith the
use of new theories and technigues

4 Qiao Liang and Wang Xiangsuinrestricted WarfarePan American Publishing

Company, Panama City, Panama, 2004 5p.

SAccording to several Chinese linguists,
Limits Warfare.o0 However, due to its mo
Unrestricted Warfargill be used in this chapter.
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For the West, the book represetiie first collection of thoughts from
Chinese officers that seriouslgterpraed the evolving nature of war. The
1999 book was prescient in several regards, such as its discussions of hybrid
wars, nopw a r military actions, and Acombi
or thwart war. All three of these issues eventually rose tahbefocus of
theoristsworld-wide.

Two PLA colonels, Qiao Liang and Wang Xiangsti-authoredthe
book Many US authoritiesassumedutright that this controversial work was
sanctioned by the Chinese Communist Paity to its military rootsSuch
wor ks donot normally find their way
However, senior civilian leaders in China reportedly were forced to read the
book after its publication to see what all the international fuss was about. While
not dispellirg all doubts, this fact does make it seem more unlikely that the
work had the sanction of the highestlaorities when first released.

Wang stated later that the 1996 Chinese maneuvers in the Taiwan
Straits (designed by China to prevent Taiwan from taksteps toward
independence) used a combination of factors to deter Taiwan. This success, and
the recognition that other countries were using combinations of issues (military,
economic, diplomatic, etc.) in their conflidisaq, Kosovo, etc,)was the fial
push needed for him and Qiao to wtitarestricted Warfaré

This chapterbegins with an examination dhe background of the
authors and some initial comments from the Chinese abmuéstricted
Warfare Thefocusthenswitches tdkey aspectof thebookseldom highlighted
by Western punditsaspects from which the US can learn much about the
Chinese way of waandaboutChinese view of the USmilitary. The chapter
concludes witHl 9992001 postpublication interviews wittauthorsQiao Liang
and WangXiangsui about th@ book. The author8 views of their book in
hindsight are of interests they reinterpret some controversiapects of their
work.

51 ngeni ous Rehmarr kasf bdTrtares fAiuti t e War f ar e
Tai wan, 0 TFaoYany PaddrNgvember 1999, p. D4, as translated and
downloaded from the Open Source Center website, document number FTS
19991220001805. The ter m fvdrintemo$tfiei ni t e Wa
translation of AUnrestricted Warfare. o
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Who are These OfficerAuthor s?

Qiao Liang was born in 1954 to a military family. A member of the
Commitee of the Chinese Writersé AssSOC
the Writing Office of the Political Department of the Air Force in 2005. He was
designated a special researcher for the Strategic Research Center of the Ai
Force andserved asa Professomt the Shanghai Defense Strategy Research
Institute. At the Eighth International Sun Tzu Art of War Symposium in
November 2009 he was identified as a Major General in the air force serving as
a professor at the Air Force Command Collddee i s aefdgratder o
novels includeGateway to Doomsdapiritual BannerandThe Great Glacial
River. He has cooperated with other authors to wete Military Officer
Quality, A Review of the Wor I, ddistingBof the Mi
Rankings of Global Mitary Powers andThe New Warring States PeriodHe
has studied military theory for many years and read most of the great works of
Chinese military history.

Wang Xiangsui wasisoborn in 1954 in Guangzhopand joined the
armed forces in 1970. He has been a political instructor, a political commissar
of a wing, a regimental political commissar, a deputy political commissar for a
division, and a researcher. In 2005 he was the Director and Professor of the
Center for Strateyic Studiesat the Beijing University of Aeronautics and
Astronautics He was als®irector of the Academic Department of the National
Security Policy Research Committee of the China Research Society of Policy
Science. In cooperation with @hauthors he has writte@n Military Officer
Quality A Revi ew of t he Wor |athdAsRecBrd of thévii |
Wor |l dos P a s®He hdsargticed frowmnititary service and is a civilian
academic at the present tiend reportedly is stillesving as the Director of
the Center for Strategic Studies

Qiao and Wang have worked together on several book prdjects
addition to the ones cited abo\or example, they eauthored two chapters in
the Chinese military boo®n the Chinese Revolutian Military Affairs. This
book feature some of the best Chinese strategists and to be included in this
work demonstrates not only their abilities to write on many topics but also their
highly regarded reputations. One of their chapters in the book, mwiita Liu
Yazhou, was titled ATaking War to t

Qi ao Liang and Wang Xiangsui, fGog We A«
Zhanwang 1 November 2005, pp. &®, published in the March 2000 issue of

Juanchuan Zhishas translated and downloadean the OSC website, document

number CPP20051227318001.

8 Ibid.
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and Wango6s cdithepptineary place sf che sfferesive in modern
combat and the important role of the Chinese Air Force in fulfilling that
requirement. The miwar is where Chindeels itcan win limited war under
informatized conditions.

The otherchapterin the book was cauthored by just Qiao and Wang.
tistitled AFully Cal cul at ion gWatnhge aCuods t
discusghe USled warwith Irag. They statethat he fAbeyond | i mit
bribing Iragi generalsnaximized results an@vas much less expensitkan
using only the air forceThe war also resulted in the acquisition paflitical
profit. Wang and Qiaotate thatUS President George Bush wanted to lay a
foundation for his reelection; Secretary of Defebsmald Rumsfeld wanted to
use the war to promote lightening reforms in the US military; and General
Tommy Franks wanted to prove that the Army stilhintainedanirreplaceable
role evenin modern warfare. These are all understandable opinions from
someone writing from abrodd.

The Book Causes a Stir in th&JS and China

Unrestricted Warfardnas been the focus of many heated discussions
and close analyses in the @8d abroadlt is easy to understand wiilye book
hasattractedso manyreaders in the USt offers a completely new theoretical
form of warfare that has no boundari@soffers a critical analysis ahe US
and it is the product of a country billed asising superpoweimn the twenty
first century Further,the book bypasses traditional modes of war, integrates all
forces and means, and recommends fighting against the enemy from all
angles'! For thesereasos and othersthe Chinese authors used therm
Aunrestrictedo in the title.

A subtitle stating AChinads Mast e
to a 2002English translatiorof the book. The translation is the work of an
American Publishing Company, Panama City, Panameasiihtitle and &/11
photo of the burningfwin Towerswere portrayed on the cover of tiRan
American work To the unnformed reader it appears that China had something

°Liu Yazhou, Qi ao Liang, Wang Xiangsui ,
F o r dlee,Chinese Revolution in Military Affaired. Shen Weiguang, New China

Press, 2003, pp. 4&2.

Qiao Li ang and Wang Xiangsui, AFully Cal
The Chinese Revolution in Military Affaired. Shen Weiguang, New China Press,

2003, pp. 1741.86.

1 Tung Yi, no title, Hong Konging Tao Jih Padl2 February 2001, p. A18, as

translated and downloaded from the OSC website, document number
CPP20010212000047.
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to do with the 9/11 tragedysuch sensationalisinas added to the hyperbole
and hysteria surroundindné booksince most Americans can only read the
Englishversion.The coverof the Chinese version of the boakpears to have

two laser beams coming from China that are focused on a satellite stationed
over China while a jet fighter circles nearby.

In addtion to the furorover Unrestricted Warfarén the US, the book
was subjected tharsh criticismin China that was not wetlocumented and
discussed overseaShinese awyers and military officials alike discountéuke
b o o kmpa@tance due to legal issueCritics asked whether thedvocacy of
unlimited war was at odds with just warheory. Other Chinese analysts
criticized t hetsdstanmkiidm theMarxist@aint of wao and
for its support for questionable actions (terrorism, etc.) e damaging
Chinads i nternat i orapartedlyivareaaalked beford the a L
Academy of Military Sciences and Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2000 and
subjected to official criticism.

In addition to the inquiries of lawyers and official military and foreign
affairs figures, ltere were several pointed domestic astis of Unrestricted
Warfare A daily newspapeownedby t he Peopl ebs Repul
the Hong KongTa Kung Pap presented atrongly worded criticism ofthe
book. The athor of the article, Kao Chiethien, used a question and answer
technique tgresentis views.

First, Kao questions whetharnrestricted wdare techniques wilbe
effective Authors Qiao and Way had recommended using a combination of
unrestricted mean include command, finance, hackers, and so on. Kao notes
that this might put state security and military strategies above state
development strategies which could weaken national strengthe@mbmic
development. There are also political restrictions that authors appear to
ignore Qiao and Wang recommended that the basic rule of unrestricted war
shoudbe @Athe best way to achieve a gt¢
principle can be consder ed t he best means. 0 Ttk
consideredit o beandorutoutachi avell i . 0 Kao n
with traditional Chineseethics and encourages one to act like terrorists, two
paths Kao does not suppoft.

2Kao Chiehc h'i e n A Wh aUnredtrictediWarfate H B 5 cOéAésa e d

Di scussing the Phenomenon Where 6Reader
Hong KongTa Kung Rg 21 June 2000, as translated and downloaded from the OSC
website, document number CPP20000621000055.
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SecondKao quetions whethetnrestricted Warfarbas beemisread
Kao writes that in some pl[skckardshawin@i a o
in an effort to have their bread buttered on both sides, not that the readers
mi sread the book.o0 I n this case, Kac
example, said he does not support terrorism, then later adds that if the British
andUScan use terrori st met hods, why c a
Afsaying without doing it [terrori sm
writes that such thought is purely a
without the restriction fo ethics is the ruthless thinking of heartless and
mi ndl ess tyrannies. o0 I|Instead of dr ec
first thoughtsshould be whether a war should be fought or can be fought.
Without these considerations, one is simply an armehiitegist:

Third, Kao questions whether there dimits for military thinking Kao
feels that Qiao and Warlgelievewar is unavoidable and that the enemy has
been determined. This has confined their research to a small area. Kao adds

It has taken th travails of three generations of statesmen to turn the
United States from the number one enemy in battlefields into a
potential constructive and strategic partner, but to regress&no
relations into antagonistic relations, it takes only a slight eimor
thought; one has only to say no or to go beyond the limits, andUf8no
relations will slide down easily to an unmanageable exfent.

Finally, Kao questions the conscience of military experts and the
silence of civilian specialists. He notes thatsitniever a good omen for the
country when Athe voice of specialis
sciences is buried by the same story in the media and that military experts are in
high and vigorous spirits awidChinace:i

Afsol di er s can have more freedom of
politically sensitive issues?0 Kao e
Aci vi l of ficerso over t he military

development as the aial task'®

Kaods critici s mtematianalctiticstwihoblasted tted by
book. Some of the methods that Qiao and Wang advanced were deemed
extreme and cause for worrggardingChi naés commit ment 1

13 1bid.
14 Ibid.
15 1bid.
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and biological weapon$.Howevet in spite of the domestic and international
uproar over the book, &eptember 1999 Chinese news article indictttatithe

book hadgained tractiorand a high level of interesh China. Unrestricted
Warfare was reprinted five times with 4000 copies incirculation. Central
Military Commission Chairman Jiang Zemin and Defense Minister Chi Haotian
reportedly ordered the bodkBy February 2001 the book was in its seventh
printing, totaling 70,000 books. Qiao stated that 120 generals had contacted hirr
and equested the bodk.

ThusUnrestricted Warfar@ppears to have generated much discussion
among members of the Chinese military and civiliaiteel The books
popularity at home and abroad cannot be dealbdit for different reasonst
appears that when the initial furor over the book subsided, many people in
China realized that this was an interesting book with lots of innovative thought
as to how to confront the UShe bookimplied thatunrestricted warfare could
serve as a&ogniive countermeasure to US technological advantages in 1999
andthatunrestricted warfare could intimidate sware US decisiemakers with
C h i npaténsal use oasymmetric warfareapabilities However, the book
could also have been using an old Chinssatagem, to appear strong when
weak, through these threas o r Chinese r eadAmerisan t F
overtone supports BA resolve against US military actions. It offers PLA
servicemen confidence in the thinking ability of their leaders to find wiays
for the Ainferior to defeat the supe

For the USUnrestricted Warfaréas provided a potential template of
how terrorists, insurgents, or natistates might attack the US frormnanUS-
based doctringperspective The bookhas made the US military pay attention
to other methods of potential confliend future war scenarios It has not
paralyzed US strategists as some suggest but, on the contrary, has mobilize
and prepared them for a potential onslaughtrefative activities. Qiao and
Wa n g 6 s initialty pdt least,placedChina squarely in US crosshaiss a
result of their manuscript

¥Mi ng Zhang, i WaBulletiw ofthé Atamic Sdrentisi®ecenmber

1999, athttp://rempost.bolgspot.com/2006/01/wmithout-rules.html.

ChiangHsunand LiuNingung, #fACompl etely New Metho
War f ar e, 0 Ya&tloon ghouKap20 §eptember 1999, pp.-88, as translated

and downloaded from the OSC website, documember FTS19991016000039.

¥ Tung Yi.
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A Discussion ofUnrestricted Warfare: Looking for Nuggets

Unrestricted Warfardnasgained some notoriety in the West. It has a
place in both Wikipedia and in ConflictWiki. These are mainly short summaries
of book reviews on the text, although ConflictWiki goes into more detail.

Dr. James D. Perry, an analyst for Science Applicatiotexriational
Corporation (SAIC) wrote a review ofUnrestricted Warfardor Aerospace
Power Journain the summer of 2000He note that the book was not a
bl ueprint for a Adirty waro against
innovative thinking on future warfare. Thus Perry does not look at the book as a
master plan to destroy America. Authors Qiao and Wang discuss tecltablogi
and political changes that may shape future battlefighds hese battlefields,
Perry adds, could be everywhere and include many different topics (for
example, trade warfare, financial warfare, terrorism, ecological warfare,
computernetwork attack, mdia warfare, drug warfare, and psychological
warfare among other methods).

Perry wrote that Qiao, interviewed in 1999, criticized Slobodan
Mi |l osevic f or f aghirsythe g Kosgva Thisleattlafield e s o
offered a fertile ground for unreited thinkingthat Milosevic did not exploit.
He should have used the rules Whrestricted Warfarand sent surfacm-air
missile teams into Western Europe to attack NATO planes as they took off
from air basesQiao notedQiao statedhat the USvassmarter inthatid i d n 6 t
restrict itself to purely militarymeans in Kosovoss nce fimedi a Wwae
restrictions, trade sanctions, and financial attgskghas freezing the other
partyods wssetemployed against t HRe Fe
These are measures the US has been using for years, however, and indicate tha
Qi ao and Wangbds wor k dshnot comatling mewtin o n ¢
every respect Rather many of theirideas were actions that thehadn 6t
considered in the past.

This author is in agreement with Perry tHamrestricted Warfaravas a
special book for its time (1999) for several reasons. First, it introdsmee
ideas that are only now being further developed in both China and the US. In
the case of China was the intoduction inUnrestricted Warfaren 1999 ofthe
concept of nommilitary operationsThis concept has been a current focus of the
Chinese military press (for example, a special section on nanilitary
operations waslevelopedn a 2008 issue ofhinaMilitary Sciencg. For the
US, the concept introduced ibnrestricted Warfareand a topic of current

®James D. Perry, AOperati on Aeltospaceowdfor c e
Journa) Summer 2000, pp. 780.
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discussion in the US isybrid wars Frank Hoffman for examplewrote about
hybrid warin a 2009 issue ofoint Force QuarterlyUnrestricted Warfare
disaussedhoth ofthese issues ten years ago.

Second, the book offered a good description of US strengths and
weaknesses from Qiao and Wangbs per
was identified as the concept of full spectrum War.the authors, the coapt
is too conventionally focuesd and desnot comprehensively engage all of the
aspects of warfare aesUnrestricted Warfare~inally, the book discussed in
detail some Chinese concepts that were new to the&Chomese specialist, such
as the goldenextion, the side rule, the empty basket, and the extended domain
(each concept is explained in detadlow). In short Qiao and Wangppear to
have beemoisedat the leading edgef newthinkingin 1999 Unrestricted War
introducel a new mode of thinking into the PL&or the US, the book offered
a glimpse into some creative yet threatening Chinese thought.

The Dr agonés foCueea ontews modds efdahmkingvhich
are now central to several contemporary PLA developm8&uoise of thenew
modes of thought found ibnrestricted Wairare listedbelow in the form of
selected quotethat fall intoone of two categorie®itherChinese views of US
warfare strengths and weaknesses Chinese views fothe contemporary
operational envonment.Following theselected qotesis a general discussion
of Qiao and Wangbés views of new coni
topics.

Chinese Views of Strong and Weak Poaints of the American Way of War

Strong Points

On the USUse of Lessons karned il t truly seems as
always able to find the key to open the door of the next military action among
the | essons of ®%ach military action.

On Goldwater-Nichols:. i The emer gence of the ORI
United States andhe effects it produced in the US military are food for
thought, and any country which hopes to win a war intthenty-first century
must inevitably face the option of e
is no other way. o

20 Qiao and Wangynrestricted Warfarep. 51.
211pid., p. 53.
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Onthe Resultsofhe GulfWar:il t i s already destine
point for thdi mbesrgnalf dombatd prop
US Army when they? suddenly woke up. o0

On Helicopters, Americad s 0 F lowkhoysgfi éCvery few peop
that it was the helicopters, not some of the other favorite new weapons, that
performed firekr at e servicedénNhidDewast d&ft iomim
deeply significant tactical operation of the ground war during the war. It
proclaimed that, from this point, lepters were perfectly capable of
conducting largescale operations independesétiyhere is no doubt that it is

just a question of time before fhelicopter] drives the tank from the

battlefieldéFurther more, the newy col
ground warfared in which the helicop
standard military jargon ard appear

Onthe US AirForce i é Gener al Mc Peakéwas abl e t
breaking down the barriers betwedre tstrategic and tactical air forces and

establish mixed air force wings, as
add fourdé approach following the war

reform of the Air Force *command stru

On Costly Weaponsi What you must know is that
never been willing to pay the price of life and, moreover, has always vied for
victory at all costs. The appearance of higbhnology weaponry can now
satisfy these extravagan hopes of theé American pec

Weak points

On Technology Cependencefi Mor eover, who now dar e
that in future wars this heavy spending will not result in an electronic Maginot
line that is weak because of its® exc

On the Diminished Role of the Navy in Desert Sirm: il f t he Gul f
really seen as a big elephant, t hen
hardy touching the fur of the elephant, which is just the same as saying it is not
touching the” el ephant at all .o

22 |pid., p. 54.
23 |bid., pp. 5658.
241bid., p. 62.
% bid., p. 75.
% |bid., p. 70.
27 bid., p. 72.
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On a Lack of Thinking: A H a v thaught lag behind reality (much less to
speak of surpassing it) is not only a shortcoming of American soldiers, but it is
very typi@aThey [ Amenr i0cans] believe
of today do not sink into sleep, the gate to victoryl wiways be open to
Americans. Seftonfidence such as this has made them forget one simple
factd it is not so much that war follows the fixed race course of the rivalry of
technology and weaponry as it is a game field with continually changing
direction ad many irregular factors. Whether you wear Adidas or Nike cannot
guarantee you wil?®nbmrcopesitnhge awi me
weapons does not require relying on the springboard of new technology, it just
demands lucid and incisive thinking. Hoveeythis is not a strong point of the
Americans, who are slave¥® to technol

On Overreliance on Weaponry: A War d at étechgdiogy, high
investment, higkexpenditure, and highayback features make its requirements
for military drategy and combat skill far lower than its requirements for the

technol ogi cal per ormance of weaponr
On Institutional Reformsd Impact on National Srategy: i The i nst i t
reforms that began af t e rreathing effeGtuoh f

Amer i cabs nati onal strategyéin han
government has become increasingly fond of using force, makes moves more
quickly, and seeks revenge for the s

On Lacking an Opponent like the Soviet Union i € w h aurprising is

that such a large nation unexpectedly does not have a unified strategy anc
command structure to deal with the threat [of #maifitary war, such as
terrorists]. What makes one even more so wonder whether to laugh or cry is
that unexpectedly #y haveforty-nine departments and offices responsible for
antiterrorist activities, but there is very little coordination and cooperation
among ¥ hem. o

28 pid., p. 121.
2\pid., p. 77.
0 pid., p. 15.
311pid., p. 76.
2|pid., p. 81.
3 pid., p. 107.
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Chinese Views on Changes in the Contemporar§trategic Environment

On Thinking ab®@atskehe aBmptiyhe a?'4 Me
iThe combination of whi ch we speak
empty basket of military thinking. It is not the same as any of the very strongly
directed methods of operation of the past, for only when theebasKilled

with specific targets and contents does it begin to have directionality and aim.
The key to whether or not victory is won in a war is nowhere else but in what
things you are abl® to pack into thi

On Hidden Agendas i Onl y a ofhsaldiedsfatel likely to grasp a
principle that every statesman already knows: that the biggest difference
between contemporary wars and the wars of the past is that, in contemporary
wars, the overt goal and the covert goal are often two different mafers

On New Technological Spaces and dBtlefields: A We can anti ci
every major alteration or extension of the battlespace of the future will depend
on whether a certain kind of technological invention, or a number of
technologies in combination,ma cr eat e a brand nrfew t
AThus, war fare wil simultaneousl y ¢
and microscod®ic sphereséod

On t he Trestrictedfiver: § When we suddenly rea
nonwar actions may be the new farg constituting future warfare, we have to
come up with a new name for this new form of war: warfare which transcends

alboundaries and |l imits,*®in short: un
On the Economic Factor Replacing the Military Factor: ié mi | i t ary t
are already often no |l onger the majo

traditional factors are increasingly becoming more intertwined with grabbing
resources, contending for markets, controlling capital, trade sanctions, and

341bid., p. 123. The 24 methods of warfare proposed in the book are atomic, diplomatic,
financial, conventional, network, trade, ibemical, intelligence, resource, ecological,
psychological, economic aid, space, tactical, regulatory, electronic, smuggling,
santion, guerrilla, drug, media, terrorist, virtual (deterrence), and ideological.

35 |bid., pp. 124125.

36 |bid., p. 28.

%7 1bid., p. 31.

38 |bid., p. 31. Mesoscopic, according to Qiao and Wang, is the area between
macroscopic and microscopic.

% 1bid., p. 5.
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other economic factors, to the extent that they [traditional factors] are even
becoming seconddy to these factors.

On the Extended Domain Vew: i Act ual | vy, it i's not
nations which worship the view of modern sovereignty that have glread
unconsciously expanded the borders of security to a multiplicity of domains,
including politics, economics, material resources, nationalities, religion,
culture, networks, geography, environment, and other space, etc. This type of
0extended dwanpremise forithe wudvival and development of
moderrrllsovereign nations as well as for their striving to have influence in the
wor #d. o

On an Extended Dbmain Strategy: i Such a strategy t a
consideration that are involved in each aspafcthe security index of the
interests of the entire nations, as well as superimposes political (national will,
values, and cohesion) and military factors on the economy, culture, foreign
relations, technology, environment, natural resources, natiopalétied other
parameters before one can draw out
superposes both national interests and national setwaitiarge strategic
situat®on map. o

On Combining Different Types of War: i Wi t h combinat.

abundance, with combination there are a myriad of changes, and with
combination there is diversity. Combination has nearly increased the means of
modern warfare® to the infiniteébd

On Desert Storm i We have no ingthe Americans craate a h e
myth but when &éDesert Stormd wunfol o
could say that a classic war heralding the arrival of warfare in the age of
technical integratiomglobalization had not opened wide the main front door to
themy st erious and str dfiéethidoesryeopfe
and most concentrated use of a large number of new and advanced weapon
since their appearance, as well as a testing ground for the revolution in military
affairs triggered by thisand this point is sufficient to earn it the position of a
classic in the®history of warfareéo

4 pid., p. 95.
“11pid., p. 96.
“2\pid., p. 97.
%3 1pid., p. 98.
4 \pid., p. 48.
% pid., p. 63.
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On the Importance of Information Technology i We can say wit
that this is the most important revolution in the history of technology, its
revolutiorary significance is not merely in that it is a brand new technology
itself, but more in that it is a kind of bonding agent which can lightly penetrate
the layers of barriers between technologies and link various technologies which
appear to be totally urirea t “& d . 0

On Future War and Information War: A Ev e n i f in futur
weapons have information components embedded in them and are fully
computerized, we can still not term such war information warfare, and at most
we can just call it computerizedawfare. This is because, regardless of how
important information technology is, it cannot completely supplant the
functions and roles*of each technolo

On the Difference in Computerized War and Information War:
AComputeri zed vad sehse ramd informatidn hvarfare m ahe
narrow sense are two completely different things. The former refers to the
various forms of warfare which are enhanced and accompanied by information
technology, while the latter primarily refers to war in which infation
technology is used to ®btain or supp

On Tactics Leading, Weapons Bllowing: i é when t he Ameri ca
the concept of Obuil ding the weapons
single change in the relationship betwageapons and tactics since the advent

of war. First determine the modes of combat, then develop the weapons, and in
this regard, the first stabl arhdit b dthte
The currently popul ar 6diedi tuindad 6b avt
given rise to much discussi®n repres

On National Interests iél raq had seized the &ent
Lifelines are naturally more important than face, and the United States had no
choicebutd t ake it seriouslyéo

On the New Form of Aliances il n t he new age, goi ng
unwise, it is al&dbMooe prorealndhkyc ©

% bid., p. 3.
“7\pid., p. 9.
48 |pid.
“pid., p. 12.
50 |bid., p. 48.
511pid., p. 49.
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the O0overnightoé alliance br ofxeg-fotm an
alliatceséo

On the Media "nUnl i ke battlefield propagar
subjective tinge and is easily rejected by an opponent or neutral individuals,
because it is cleverly cloaked as objective reportthg media has a quiet
impact that is®hard to gauge. 0

On the Difficulty of Being a Soldier Today: il t i s very obuvi
the soldiers in any one nation possesses sufficient mental preparation agains
this type of new war which completely goes beyond military space. Hawev

this is actually a severé reality wt
On International Rules of War: A Sma |l | nations hope
protect their own interests, while large nations attempt to utilize the rules to
control other nations. 0

This ends the section on selected quotes frionrestricted Warfare
The next section highlights some of the important general concepts of the book.

General Discussion of Key Points itUnrestricted Warfare

Qiao and Wangoffer some specific innovations and deymteents
(especially in the tha oeluires mofeiexplanatiort. h r
Each topic is covered below from the perspectif¢hese twoofficers They
include the following concepts: combined war that goes beyond limits; new
concept weapons versus a new concept of weapons; thprsidpal rule; the
goldensection rule; théicivilianizationd of war (the degree of participation of
the entire popultion in war, such as the use of hackebsgaking ideological
boundari es; and the new fessenti al [

Combined War that Goes Beyond Limits Qiao and Wang write thahé
concept of warfare has been expanded due to the diversity olsragailable

today. Any future war wil/l be a fAcoc
beyond the traditional battlefield. Combinations introduce diversity and
abundance into the conduct of warfa

important is whetér or not one understands what goes with what to implement

52 |pid., p. 50.
53 pid., p. 60.
541bid., p. 108.
55 |bid., p. 109.
56 |bid., p. 43.
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c o mbi n & tConwbimation® of notraditional means will challenge the
logic, laws, and traditional models of warfafdn defining combined war that
goes beyond limits, Qiao and Wang write:

Butin fact, unlimited surpassing of limits is impossible to achieve. Any
surpassing of limits can only be done within certain restrictions. That

i s, 6going beyond |l imitsé certair
to the expansi on todo béybdnd the intirgic 6
boundaries of a certain area or a certain direction, and to combine
opportunities and means in more areas or in more directions, so as to
achieve a set objectiveé.

The authors thus imply mostdo@®lseadn| y e
work as a translation of the title o
to better express the title of their book. The authors stress that the concept of
combined watris first of all a way of thinking, and only afterwards is it a
method® Qiao and Wang bedve the ability to transcend ideology is the first
requirement of exceeding limits. Only then can the second meaning, to
transcend limits and boundaries, take effect. Therlatvolves selecting the

most appropriate meabsit not necessarily the most extreme me&ns.

New Concept Weapons versus a New Concept of Weaporidan-made
earthquakes, tsunamis, weather disasters, subsonic waves, and new biological
and chemical weapons all constitute new concept weapons (RKi¥ifetic-

erergy weapons, directeehergy weapons, stgpnic weapons, geophysical
weapons, solagnergy weapons, meteorological weapons, and gene weapons
are also NCW? These new concept weapons differ from a new concept of
weapons. The latter include stock markeshes, computer viruses, and rumors

or scandals as new weapons. A hacker in general and-stateractor in some
instances can help create trade war; financial war; new types of terror warfare;
ecological, psychological, and smuggling war; media, drugworét and
technological war; and fabricated, resource, culture, and international law
warfare®* Technology is no longer the main factor. A new concept of weapons
implies usng things that initially benefit mankind to harm mankir@h i na 6 s

57 |bid., p. 119.
58 |bid., p. 120.
59 |bid., p. 155.

5 |bid., p. 171.
o1 |bid., p. 154.
62 hid., p. 16.
631hid., p. 24.

64 |bid., pp. 3843.
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awareness othings must expand since anything can become a we&lian

and Wang not€ These ki ndmay try wearayaenos indermine

but they do not intend to produce casualties. They may be the watershed
between the old and new weapons of Har.

The SidePrincipal Rule: The sideprincipal [spelling per the documentile

is apparentlymot her way t o ¢ on asynihetrio siace it o n c
implies striking an object from any direction other than headQiao and
Wang write -princpal ulé@ is lopposeslitodadl forms of parallel
placement, balance, symmetry, beingesitompassing, and smoothness, but,

instead, advocates us° Frogtal tolisionssmwsh bed |
avoi ded. This fis the mosanciebtaiclef gr
warfHowever, the concept doesnodsuchal w
a move imposes surprise on an adversanside elemenis a deviationin

ifiterms of I|ines of thought anThusé&sse

one b not expecting a frontal assault, it can be applied as a surprise move thal
utilizes the sideprincipal rule (a deviation in thought) to achieve sucéess.

Golden Section Warfare The number .618 is known as the rule of the golden
section It refers toa mathematical ratio anglas originally considered by artists

as the golden rule of aesthetics. The number became a basic design scale whic|
in the case of the Parthenon, for example, was found to be the ratio of vertical
lines to horizontal lines. Amerln J. Kieffer in 1953 andhe Chinese
mathematicialrHua Luogeng turned this numbe
met hod. 0 Thican redeptb humbez & soldiers and forceoften
appears in attack or defemdtios of forcessuch as 2:3, 3:5, 5:&nd 8:13°
Theseratios usually ensure succes®ine is on the right side of the .618 rule.
Qiao and Wang state that .618 can be found in the arc of a cavalry sword, the
apex ofthe flying trajectory of a bullet shebr ballistic missile, andn the
optimum bombrelease altitude and distance for an aircraft in dive bombing
mode. In these cases (no further explanation was provided, which makes it
difficult to prove) the .61®rinciple also applie§

The Civilianization of War: Qiao and Wang bele that future war will be
conducted in nomvar spheres. Winning wars with nerar means has become

85 |bid., p. 16.

8 |bid., p. 20.

67 Ibid., p. 141.

68 |bid.

6 |bid., p. 147.

7 |bid., p. 148.

" bid., pp. 130136.
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a reality, even thoangétitdwero oaft | $swmeh o,
yet clear. The civilianizati oge)lmg wa
been a theme of several writers since the publicatitmeéstricted Warfar&

Breaking Ideological Boundaries(supradomains, suprmeans, supriers):
Transcending ideology is the first requirement of exceeding limi@iao and

Wa n g 6 son, aspnientioned above. To do so requires sdpmain, supra
means, and supttéer combinations. Those involved in warfare must break free
from the confines of domains and the boundaries of ideology in order to enter a
state of freedom of thought. Thaeenow no domain that cannot be used. The
Chinese are good at understanding and using this fact while Americans,are not
according to Qiao and Wanlglt is necessary to select which domain will be
the main battlefield to achieve the objectives of war, dosnthat may not be
military.”* Domains must become playing cards deftly shuffledCininese
hands’® Non-state organizations may, for example, combine kidnapping,
assassinations, hackers, and currency speculasoman example of supra
means’®

Means are mthods or tools through which one can obtain an objective.
Suprameans could include fAbuying or gai
countrybés newspapers and television
could include using assassination iaga financial speculator;n Wang and
Qiacds opginion

With regard to supréier levels, Qiao and Wang state that war no
|l onger needs to progress from one | e
is reached® Rather, that moment of destiny is now something that can be
created through combinations. To be able to continuously create such moments
is something to be achieved, a winning strategy that should be used often.
War fare could thus b with iinterthangepledlimbs,nt o
torsos, and heads which we could put together as we like, and which could
swing freely ™At arhy diartd otniadn.lcevel 1
also include nomilitary actions that correspond to stratégy.

72 |pid., pp. 144145.
73 bid., p. 161.
741bid., p. 163.
75 |bid., p. 164.
76 |bid., p. 166.
77 |bid., p. 164.
78 |bid., p. 168.
79 |id., pp. 1681609.
8 pid., p. 170.
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Essertial Principles: Qiao and Wandpelievethe Gulf War changed the nature
of war asit was once understood he authors define warfare in the following
manner:

Warfare can be military, or it can be quaglitary, or it can be non
military. It can use violece, or it can be nonviolent. It can be a
confrontation between professional soldiers, or one between newly
emerging forces consisting primarily of ordinary people or experts.
These characteristics of beyohaits war are the watershed between it
and tradtional warfare, as well as the starting line for new types of
warfare®

This new nature of war results in new principles of war with which no one is
familiar, the authors add These principles include omdirectionality,
synchrony, limited objectives, nlimited measures, asymmetry, minimal
consumption, multdimensional coordination, and the adjustment and control
of the entire process.

Omnidirectionality means considering all factors associated with
unrestricted war. The idea is to use all war resesirprevent blind spots, move
in anunrestrictedmanney and orient at will. Through the use of this 360 degree
method the situation can be properly ascertained a$ivell.

Synchronyhas replaced phasing as an important planning principle
according toQiao and Wang. It implies doing something within the same time
period but does not imply fisi multane
could also be dubbed nydelisve that the WScast i
not expanded this battlefield coptéeyond the military®

Limited objectivegmplyn ot pur suing objective
objectives are outside the reach of available measures then defeat is certair
Qiao and Wang use a speech by President Clinton to emphasize this point. The
note that Clinton sought on one occCcC
national interests and sense of values were in daAgdons can be achieved
through the use of power bahanging valuegs outside the reach of power as
an objective inWang andQ i a optisn®*

81|bid., p. 177.
82 |bid.

83 |bid., p. 179.
84 bid., p. 180.
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Unlimited measurereferto employing measures beyond boundaries or
restrictions to achieve limited objectives. The implication is to disobey the law
when implementing such measufes.

Asymmetrymeans hitting an opponent whehe least expest it or
following a train of thought that opposes a line of symmetry. Asymmetrical
factors should be examined when considering a main axis of attack, a center of
gravity, or force disposition and deployment. It is necessary to work on
developng a line of action that creates power for oneself and allows the
situation to develop as inteed®®

The minimal consumptiorprinciple refers to making rational use of
combat resources. It has three components: rationality is more important than
thrift; the size of combat consumption is decided by the form of combat; and
the consumption of combat means can be lowered by using more measures.
Here again the authors advise a foroc
kinds of combat resources in sevekalds of areas to form up a completely
new form of combato and?®thereby mini

Multidimensional coordinatiormeans coordinating different spheres
and forces to accomplish an objective. These different spheres include
geography, history, wture, ethnic identity, and the influence of international
organizations. This is especially important today since any sphere can become a
battlefield®®

Finally, there is the essential principle of #mjustment and control of
the entire processThis refers to obtaining feedback during an operation and
making the proper revisions. Control over this process is very impé&ttant.

The future battlefieldo6s militar
domains to which these essential princi@pgly. With theincreased stature of
nonmilitary activities and their impact on future military and rmilitary
battlefields, control over these domains will become particularly important.
According to the authors, contr@d a point that China focuses on constantly
while theUS tends to focus more on dominance and superiority than control.

8 |bid., p. 181.
8 |bid., pp. 181182.
87 |bid., pp. 182183.
88 |bid., pp. 183184.
8 |bid., p. 185.
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Qiaob Blewspaper Interviews onUnrestricted Warfare, 19992001

The publication ofUnrestricted Warfargyenerated a series afithor
interviews with the Chinese and Taiwanese press. @rbe first interviews
was with Qiao and itook placein June 1999ith the newspapeZhongguo
Qingnian Bag which the China Youth LeagusponsorsQiao statedthat no
other country in the world can ncd US superiority in military technology
Therefore other nations must depend on noilitary actions as much as
military actions to defeat a nation so equipped. It is a way for a emakry to
cope with a largeevil.*® Beyondlimits or unrestricted wéare is required ®
defeat or at least injurguch a superioopponent. This type of warfare is more
humane tha conventional war and may require the overlapping of several

met hods, Qi ao notes, s deq plus &@os (firgech) w a
plus bin Laden (terr or% 3he)most gmineus pae oft thec s
interview was Qi aobs bel i ef t hat w

because China will grow strong only at the cost of consuming much of the
worl dbés r esour c disecteoimpetitibn awdievemtually conflicti t
with the US?

In a September 1999 interview Qiao said he realized that war was not
theonywaytofo ce onesd wi | and that theapurpasena the p -
bookwast o devel op a finew wa mmed dadias by O
Clausewitz. Thi can be accomplishe
one upsets the order of the cards
accordance with the needs$® of war anc

S
A

In the Septemberinterview Qi ao | i sted fAmilitart
atomic, conventional, biological, chemical, ecological, space, electronic,
guerrill a, and teitotiasty warf amwed ;h ol
network, intelligence, psychological, technological, smugglitgug, and
fictitious warfarmi;l iamdyapvalri cnaebtl heo
trade, resources, economic aid, legal, sanction, media, and ideological warfare
He noted that he was not proposing that China followmditary war actions
but thati f al | el se fail ed wagatl stakehie musto ur
consider such issuesThus his strident tone seems to have diminished

®Sha Lin, fATwo Sehdiiaoni tCdNZborgmio®@ingiaBawd N o
28 June 1999, p. 5, as translated and downloadedhittpst//www.opensource.gpv
document numér FTS19990728000697.

9 |bid.

9 bid.

“Ma Ling, fASpecial TobaKiungPapl® Sdpterpberr1299, p.t N
B3, as translated and downloaded framw.opensource.gowdocument number
FTS19991005000805.

35



somewhat between June and Septem@@o states that the US has already
used the principles of unrestricted warfavithout knowing it He notes, for
example, that the US in Irag used conventional plus diplomatic plus sanctions
plus legal plus media plus psychological plus intelligence warfare all at the
same timé?

In March 2000 inLiaowang the weekly journal
news agency Xinhua, Qiao stated that, with regard termonl i t ary act i
study, analysis, and pointing out the possibility of such actions does not at all
equate to apmramadded thai the WSt k@D rules for their
interests and puts domestic laws above international laws, breakilzgténas
they see fit. The intervention bthe North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) into the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) over human rights
issuesat he expense of the FRY6s nationa
his opinion. He then notes that it h
proposed does not at all mean breaki
wi t h Qi aods s t artickiesfieHe taddedi tmat thet imtemtr of
Unrestricted Warfarevasto provide an approach, an optieamda new kind of
military thinking for strategic military studi€’s.

InaJdune 2000 nt er vi ew, t hi s t iQmestatedi t h
that the book igpopular because of its innovative contefé was quick to add
that the booldoes not represent an official PLA viewpoint. Q&dthe book
has allowed for more guessrk by people concernedith crossstrait issus
but that acertaingeographical realjt cannot be avoidedr ai wan s a
prisoner 0 of saicdhaeeasontoi writingthedbook wWas to stress
the absurdity that the US can lay down the existing international norms on the
one hand and, on the other, change them at Mdl.added tht thisdoes not
mean that China will break international norms arbitrarily as the US has®one.

Of course, the events of 9/11 gave the Chinese mesason to
reenergize their interest in Qiao and Wang, just as their popularity was

9 |bid.

%St aff report e NewiOdncepeosWar Presenteciby Mdilitary

Ex per t s Liaowdhe 13jMarch@000, No. 11, pp. 5, as translated and

downloaded from the OSC website, document number CPP20000322000070.

% |bid.

97 1bid.

%Yuanleyi fAWar Does Not Have a Law;, A Stror
6Unrestricted @angKua EhihBalh 300Jun€ 2000p e 14, as

translated and downloaded from the OSC website, document number
CPP20000712000045.
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beginning to wanef-or example, a PRGwned newspaper praised the authors
for their foresight in predicting that higlech means outside of military means
would be used by terrorists. The effect was strategic and the US, tauilklf

and conceited, finally paid for the emies it had made over the years,
according to Qiao and Wang. They added that perhaps the US will reflect on
these events and make some changes to its foreign pol@igo paid equal
attention to the new insurgent capability, however, stating

One of thebyproducts of globalization resulting from technological
integration is global terrorist activities. Ngmofessional soldiers and
non-government organizations constitute a growing threat to the
sovereign state. Increasingly they are the opponents ofcdéigsional
armies. Next to noprofessional fighters, the professional army looks
powerful beyond compare. In the new era, however, the professional
army is the dinosaur that cannot adapt. {goofessional fighters, on

the other hand, are like raptorsllfof life. They could use their sharp
teeth to bite off half the worltf?

A few years later, in November 2005, amticle on Unrestricted
Warfarewas published in the Shangliiloji Zhanwang In this article authors
Qiao and Wang answered questions fromerested readers. First, readers
wanted to know if the book would f
authors answered that thad already happened and that the Russian example
(the disintegration of the USSR) should make China wary of US thedfribis
type. Theauthors state that thdiook, on the other hand, raises the issud®f
state terrorism of big Western countrigmait threatens the world. Tihdbook
opposes terrorisnQiao and Wang notespecially state terrorisHt

Qiao and Wangexpressed their opinion again thatgoi ng be"
l i mitsd does not equate t o Onlurthern mi t
t he word unr es t-militaytwardactions énd to going loeyofidn o
the military sphere to open up new battlefeeland find new combat

% Ma Ling, no title, Hong Kon@a Kung Pap13 September 2001, as translated and
downloaded from the OSC website, document number CPP20010913000078.
03iang Xun, #fATerrorism SACse nNeuw yF odr ni oonfg W
Yazhou Zhoukanl7 September 2001, No. 38, pp- 42, as trarlated and

downloaded from the OSC website, document number CPP20010920000063.
0lgiao Liang and Wang Xiangsui, 6GUWbD We A
Zhanwang 1 November 2005, pp. &®, originally published in the March 2000 issue

of Jianchuan Zhishas translated and downloaded from the OSC website, document
number CPP20051227318001.
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meas uU¥€@esmbi ned war that goes beyond
intrinsic boundaries of a certain area or a certain direction, and to combine
opportunities and means in more areas or in more directions so as to achieve a
set o) e c t'°F Ther bodk appearso beaimed at the US when in fact the US

was used as the threat only because it is the world leader in terms of equipment,
mobility, and military theory. Rathethe authors concludéheir work is aimed

at any nation that wol d har m Chi na 6% Obvieusly, Qiao a | [
and Wangobés |l ogic is highly debatable

Conclusions

Qiao and Wang believe that an underdeveloped country like @aha
has never sought hegemony cannot follow blina#hinddevelopé countries
like the US and try to develop highch weaponry. Rather it must establish new
ways of thinking and readjudts strategies, theories, and concepts to ensure
national securityUnrestricted Warfaréells the PLA how to do thi¥? In this
sensdt is the first step among many in adopting a new mode of thinking as the
force transforms from a mechanized to an informatized presence.

Zheng Liming, writing forChi naés of f i c4dhenfguon e ws
Xinwen She noted thabnrestricted Warfareonstitutes

A sagacious grasping of the current lag in military thought that people
were still unaware of, points out the fatal weaknesses existing in US
military thought and its unavoidable fragility in modern warfare, and
reminds people that today, Witeconomic globalization and constant
social changes, there is an increasingly wide range of factors that have
a bearing on national security and that there is a really great possibility
that nonmilitary means and nonmilitary actions will win victory #mel
initiative in a future war

Qi ao and Wa n g 6 sUnredtiicted Warfaieis rnwell i n
represented by this summaryhe authors state th#ite diversity of means
availablefor contemporary warfar@he twenty-four methods listed earlier) has
enlargedthe concept of war. The battield is everywhere and war may be

102 pid.

103 |pbid.

104 1bjid.

15Zeng Liming, fiTheoretical Br&ANewhrough
Change in Chinads | zZhengguooXinweN §8he?B Becembber De f e n
1999, as translated and downloaded from the OSC website, document number
FTS20000126000997.
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conducted in areas where military actions do not dominate. When combinations
of these methods are put together, the resutersieda ficocktail warfare
mixtured This mixture representsa gmadual accumulation of linksand
competencies that are replacing a form of warfare that used to pfomeeone

level to the nextThe authorstresghat

With combination there is abundance, with combination there are a
myriad of changes, and with comhbiion there is diversity.
Combination has nearly increased the means of modern warfare to the
infinite, and it has basically changed the definition of modern warfare
bestowed by those in the past: warfare carried out using modern

weapons and means of oaton '’

The twenty-four methods they propose are rasttirelyn e w i me a n ¢
compel t he enemy t dutaather enpanthatohave deen i n
used continuously by natiestates over the past three decades. That is, the two
colonels are not nearly as original in their thinking as many analysts-world
wi de give them credit. Their originsée
eat of the methodsand in advancing a theory to really combine methods
which US analystand doctrine writerbave not doné the same degree.

From a Western viewpoint, there are several lessons that one can learr
from this discussion obUnrestrictedWarfare First of all is the danger of
writing a provocative book if you are a representative of a natiae! This
book has generated all types of int
posture higher on the radar of other countries than tigusly was While the
authors were responsible for this international scrutiny, they ware
responsible for the manner in which some people tended to exploit the book
and manipulate its contenEor example, te English version of the book
incorrectly asociated the unrestricted warfare concept with 9/11 (and indicted
China as a caonspirator)

A second point of interest is thearning shothe book firesacross the
bow of US military thinkingand operational concepts. US operations are
currently fawused on Irag and Afghanistaiihe authors note that a country
placing an excessive focus on one type of enemy can be attacked by anothe
outside of their field of vision?® US strategistsas a resulimust pay close
attention tothe entire spectrum of thrsa to foreign perspectives of the
contemporary operational environmeand to ways thadther nations plan to

107 Qjao and Wang, p. 98.
108 |bid., p. 121.
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manipulate itQiao and Wang note thdte information age may not be all it is

cracked up to be. The authors write that t i s d ghitdch toepstb f o
deal with uncomndaddi ohat Wwpefhap® th
at least it is an interestiWdismdtenor

known whether such a ru{@ow unconventional forces defeat higgthnology
forces)is under consideratioor notin China.

A third point of interest to Western analysts is that the book
underscores what apparently is a rising theory in Chimarwar military
actions Such actions areow discussed in detail in Chinese military journals.
For example the authoritative Chinese jour@hina Military Sciencein Issue
3, 2008, dedicated its | ead-wamilay on
operations theory and practice. Six articthscussed: the study of nevar
military operations; nomilitary operations during the Sichuan earthquake; the
terrorist threat and new armed forces missions; legal issues surrounding non
war military operations; characteristics of naval wear military operations;
and the growth and termination of the US theory of -wan military
operationg®

Fourth, Western analysts should pay attentiorUtarestricted Warfare
for a better understanding of how the Chinese view our militaries. Tibere
clearly frustréion with the US and its coalition partners that are expressed in
the book. These frustrations also illuminate Chinese prejudices in their
consideration of Amer i.Omprejudiceid thabtimea |
authorsonly see negatives in US venes abroad andarely give the US credit
for the humanitarian work it does all the time. This could involve things like
Tsunami relief efforts or passing out food to those in need after earthquakes or
other natural disasters. Another prejudice, perhapnim line with reality, is
the a u t h perceptionthat a real shortcoming of the US military is its
tendency to allow thaghtto lag behind realityPerhaps this latter statement is
truer now than it was fifteen years ago simply due to the crush adyaephts
that the US military has faced. There has h@ewgioudittle time tothink.

According to several bloggers writing from a Western point of view,
the PLA authors ignored US diplomatic efforts such as attempts to bring peace
to the Middle East, USsconomic sanctions to force nations to abide by
international and humanitarian law, US efforts to control the drug trade in
Colombia and other countries, and other -natitary US measures over the

109 |bid., p. 13.
110 China Military Sciencelssue 3, 2008, table of contents.
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years. It is as if thauthorsread no newspapers in the 1990s that offered any
insight on US international efforts in any of these fields.

Thus, while sme of the negative points from a Chinese point of view
should be taken into consideration by our military leadstiser points sbuld
just be ignored as they demonstrate a misunderstanding of Western military
thought and actiongQiao and Wanggnore much of the good th&Vestern
armies perform The absence of this contextual aspect certainly leads the
authors to the dire predictisnand prejudices they expose on the pages of
Unrestricted Warfare A well-rounded critique of what Americand other
nations ddn relief operations of all types worldwide would help alleviate some
of their mistaken perspectives.

So, sUnrestricted WadreChi nabés master plan t
the books English translation contends? Is it a wild concept by irresponsible
writers that deserves strong condemnation weailie? Or is it a book that
offersinsights into Chinese thinking and indicates witbeeChinese military is
heading?This author sides with the lattproposition Unrestricted Warfarés
an interesting thought piece not previouslyvancedoy military theoristsat
home orabroad, especially by a uniformed memberrathernationstate.For
this reason alone, it is worth readinghe text offers many new ways to
consider the operational environment and ways to contidéiQiao and Wang
write

For a long time both military people and politicians have become
accustomed to employing a certain mode of thinking, that is, the major
factor posing a threat to national security is the military power of an
enemy state or potential enemy state. Howeves, wars and major
incidents which have occurred during the last ten years of the twentieth
century have provided to us in a calnda@emposed fashion proof that
the opposite is true: military threats are already often no longer the
major factors affectingational security*

If Americals military desires to break free from the Chinese label of
flacking lucid and incisive thinking,then theorists in the US should be
consideringNOW new combinationsind cocktail mixturesince we argen
years removed fronthe publication ofUnrestricted WarfareMost assuredly
the Chinese are doing so as this work goes to press

11 Qiao and Wang, p. 95.
41



CHAPTER TWO: THE AART OF WAR O IN THE 2157
CENTURY

This chapter highlightshow ancient miitary thinking and information age
conceptsare being integrated tproduce new modes ofaiaght 112

The theoretical thinking of each era, including the theoretical thinking of our
times, is a historical product. It has completely different forms in different
times and has completely differestntent!** Engels

Introduction

The history of warfare demonstrates that natidaking the lead in
transforming their militaries during periods of revolutionary chahgee the
best chance of seizirfpe initiative in future warlt is apparent thathe book
Unrestricted Warfargives the PLAa new mode of thinkinghit encourages
transformations of this type the Chinese military.

The Chineseconcept offinformatized warfaré represents a focused
transformationof then at i o n 6 sthinking.dleaditionfl and mechanized
methodsof thought work less wellin an integrated and systermsiented
environment characterized by rapidly changtimge-space relationshipshe
strategic focus of the transformatigequiresic hangi ng t he th
introducingi nnovation in operational ™t heo
Engefs prediction was correctModern times encourag change andthe
development oéntirely differenttorms ofmilitary thought anctontent.

This chapter examines h e  PhewArosle of thought. Included in
the discussion are the integration of technology with ancient stratagems, the use
of new concepts such as war engineering and system attack warfare, and the
impact of culture on new modes of thought.

2A variant of this article appeared in t
journal CLAWS, pp. 164182.

113Selected Works of Marx and Engels Bei j i ng, The Peopl eos
Chinese Edition, Vol . 4, p .lutichn®jlitara s quot

Thinking i n t h 8eiihgZiionggun dunshiKexu@higeeMilitary

Sciencg, No. 6, 2007, as translated and downloaded from the Open Source Center
website, document number CPP20080527563002.

4Zhan Yu, fAStranegicr CAnmy dE&r afhdrfgguo mat i
Junshi KexugChina Military Scienck 25 August 2008, pp. 887, as translated and
downloaded from the OSC website, document number CPP20080825563003.
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C h i nVdhéiesPaper. Formalizing the Transformation Process

Evidence of changén PLA thought isfound in the ChineséWhite
Paper on National Defenseleased in January 2008 hi na 6 s White | i t
Papers have traditionally explained the generakimuth of the PLAS s
development The termsfimechanized and fimechanizatioa were usedonly
seven timesin the 2009 versionwhile the terms finformatized and
finformationizations'*> were used nearly fifty timeslearly showing where the
emphasis is now place®nly the termsfinuclead and fdefensé exceeded
these informatiororientedtermsin word count*®

The catalyst foa newthinking styleemanategrimarily from Chinese
observation®f and lessons learned from US and coalition actions in the Desert
Storm and Kosovo operations, artien from US/coalition actions in
Afghanistan and IraqThese conflicts demonstrated the power and accuracy of
a new type of thinking, one basediaformation ageconcepts.

The informatizationof the armed forcesthe PLA realizesdemands
new modes ofthinking that ipossess mor e pronoun
dynamic, flexible, effective, creative, and forwdodking thought
f un c t tham sconventionalmilitary thought. Such demands result in
conpletely new warfare conceptdthat affect gery branch of ta military.
I n t he PL Aésschanges are transformihgmilitary from a closed
force into a moderinformation aggowerfocusng on new missions and roles
to include peacekeeping, military diplomacy, and joint antiterrorism maneuvers
with other nationsThese are some of the nonwar military actions addressed in
Unrestricted Warfarend elsewhere in PLA publicatianslost recently, e
P L A ®avy has accepted the mission of combating Somali pir&ash
changessot only indicate that Chindiéts m
they alsodemonstrate that China is increasing fitdlitary potential and
willingness to accept more ssions The end goal of change is to have the

Balnformationi zationo i%i emfoai matl enat it @n
WaFull Text: Chi nao6s XiNhwdinEnglish D20DGMT 20n s e i
January 2009, as downloaded from the OSC website, document number
CPP20090120968111.

nliDeyi, AA Study of the Basic Characteris
I nformati zed ZXdangduaurshi KexuElkira MilitarygScienck 20

August 2007, pp. 10105, as translated and downloaded from the OSC website,
document number CPP20081022687.

118 hid.
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capability fito win local wars in the era of informatiodt® another focus of the
2009White Paper

ThePLAdBsNnf or mat i zaastbrmatibns thg buteoformal
reflection ofa much deeper reform of tleatireChinese military establishment,
a transformation thawill affect both doctrine and equipmeht the same time
thef undament al s up othoughthproce®s restijuse ofPtheA 6 s
dialectic, comprehensive assessmetsi n Tz u 6 s strgagems,ceicp | e s
remairs as the thought platformo which integrated and systeworiented
applicationswill be attachedPerhapsn this sens@ot as much has changed as
Chinese theorists like to posiMixing the old and the new igkin to having
ASun The abmputer. o

Informatized Thought: Can the Inferior Still Defeat the Superiof?

The work of PLA Major Peng Honggiemonstrates the application of
informatized warfare concepts ageold Chinese military principlethatresult
in a new mode of thinkingHis article @ A Br i e f DUsisgche $Veak o n
to Defeat the 8ong under Informatized Conditiojswas witten for the
authoritativejournal China Military ScienceThe article offes nine ways that
an informationbased inferior force could attack informationbased superior
force!® Thus Peng still believes that the inferior can defeat the superior,
especially after reading of some insurgent successes against coalition forces.

Peng offers a number afiethodso helpan inferior informatized force
(China) overcome a superior informatized fosreh as th&JS. First, Peng
states thaitt is imperative that theveakerside in an information confrontation
findaway to limtas uperi or opponent 0sTheweakerr ol
side mustadhereto the active offenséhe notesgspecially in peacetim&his
latter assertion contradictise active defense emphasish i rwhife Paper
The offensdn peacetimeprovides the inferior side with a moment of relative
equality that changes the traditial law of the weak always being on the
defensive. Active offense is an asymmetric operattmat requires properly
determining key targets such as those that codat@land make decisionsn
inferior force must strike first or loseits opportunity tosubdue the enemy.
Attacks must be continuous once initigtéteng notesand both the military
and the peoplemust be mobilized Soci et yds i nfor mat

WAMiIi Il itary Support tChinaMailg € Jarfuary 200D,@atv e | 0 p me
http://www.chinawire.org/2009/01/militarysupportto-peacefuidevelopment

2peng Honggi, AA Brief Discussion of Usi
Infforma i zed Condi ZhonggaosJundhi e Elhina Nititary Scienck

No. 1, 2008, pp. 14248, as translated and downloaded from the OSC website,

document number CPP20080624563002.
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absorbed into thei | i tplanssinée €veryone with a notebook computer can
become a ambatant:*

In a surprise interpretation of United Nations (UN) regulations, Peng
states thataccording to the setiefense charter of theN)

the inferior side carrying out a preemptive strike to subdue the enemy
stems from the need to seize freedomnuolfitary actions, which is
fundamentally different thm a powerful enemy interfering in the
internal affairs of another couny and <carrvyi rfigt ou
striked actions.

ThusPengseems to imply that it is the RIGHT of an inferior force to attack a
superior force first?2

A second way for amnferior informatized force to defeat a superior
informatized force is through theanipulation ot h e Ifaptirtiecred sdi s |
the point vhere psychological weakness ocguaad through the use of allies
Causingmassive war losses and casualties may affecwihef the superior
force to continue fightingbeforeit affectsthe inferior forcesince the former
fears paying the price for Mimry more than the inferior forc&Vinning the
support of allies and destroyi nagd an
the use ofthe firighteousness of a war efforare other wayshe inferior can
defeat the superidf®

Third, Pengstates thabne must grasp the laws and circumstances of
informatized conditionghat guideinformationbased societies and militaries
One such issue to exploit isat only 20percentof systemsactually play key
rolesin the sustenance of a society or military forthe other 80percentare
only of secondary importance. The most vulnerable and most important of the
20 percentare space systems, networked systems, and logistic systems in that
order These are the systems that should be targéteother key measure,
Peng notes, ideveloping countermeasures in conjunction with stratégy

Fourth, he enemy must not be allowed to control information
superi or it yhe comrsl ok peiceptiol Lontidl of perceptions
allows an inferior force to induce informaiti confusionin a superior forceria
information excess, information inflation, or information inundation.

121 |bid.
122 |pid.
123 |bid.
1241bid.
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fi €chnologicablindspot8 (t hose areas not cover e

an inferior forceos pl ans. Sris,uaddy i n g
conditions of an adversabys technical and alowsor et
Chinesd orces to nullify s omevealbperpeptiore nt s
system:®

Fifth, Pengwrites thatan inferior forcemust conductinformation
reconnaissance dnprepareconfrontatioml response@s agmmetric checks
and balances on aAn indepog ome mustécentrokdnr a t
adversaryods ¢ oRndiraced canirobkgves anaeheimy is & means
by which effective control is maintained ovené and space. Protradtcontrol
also requiresdemonstratingcountermeasure potentisd a superior opponent
Without such a demonstratiotiie adversary would have no reason to go along
with a protracted fight?®

Sixth, much of an inferior foré reconnaissance can now be done
surreptitiously on computers through the use of haakeosher civilian means.
This enhances tclhim pldudibke deniabdity when acoused ob
being part of the attackzorcesbegin engagements and reconraise well
before a conflict emerges. Peacetime collectiokeyfinformation onanother
forcebs data col | ec isvitalno sececesandoffes ane s s i
opportunity to act before a war breaks tiPeng states that one should

étreatactentei npee struggle for infor mea
perpetual, and nevendn g battl ed in preparat.
It must practice strict information secrecy. The essence of information
confrontation is to gain as much enemy information aessiple and
keep the enemy from gainifig infor

China appears to have perfor med Pe
accusations leveled against the mainland is any indicator. India, South Korea,
Germany, Australia, the US, and eth have all accused China of penetrating
their computer systems. The Chinese government has denied all of these
accusations againstthem.eng al so notes that it he
can compete with a powerful enemy is by taking full advantageadéetime to
energetically elevate its mAChapteral
Seven of this book focuses on just this issue.

125 |bid.
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Seventh, Peng statdébat the process through whighformation is
understood(and how it can be manipulated§ imporant for nations to
understandThe struggles between reconnaissance and cewti@nnaissance
and deception and countdeception are indicativef why this requirement is
so important.One side can collect huge amounts of informatonthe other
side, lut if 50 percent bthat information is decepte input then the side
collecting information can be placed at a significant disadvartayerifying
data reliability is a requirement that cannot be delayed.

Eighth, Peng writes thdhe initiative in batle canonly be won when
fiext er nalis aphieted. reExterrall potential means using clandestine
special operations to disrupt enemy plansing the media to advertise the
crimes of an enemy force, amgbplying external pressure on the enemy from
other countries.External operations are important becausgence and
technologyare shrinking thepower of spirit, strategy, and other ndechnical
elementsOutside pressures must be increasethese elements aresult’!

Finally, Pengcontradics many of his colleaguewho search foiso-
call ed At r uHepdievestheaepiotaosmuch emphasis on trump
weapons sinceveapons alone cannot decide a conflict. They can be countered
by other trump weaponsthat dso containasymmetric superioritie®r by
creative thought processelsferior forcesare required to findethnological
niches and occupy a small spaeedhat field if they ar¢o maintain some type
of counteforce @nd thusbalancg when dealing with asuperior opponent.
Optimizing the use of existing technologies, using strengths to make up for
weaknesses, putting together things that are weak to make something strong
and using structural changes to enhance combat strength are other effective
measures®?

Pengds ar t i cinfoematizeddvardsa tcanfsontdtidnanibt
only technologiedut alsoknowledge andheinformation agdalents ofpeople
The s an tartictefis védPyeimpgriarg since it offers thoughts foreign to
many US analysts whdd o n( 6cta thibktag Peng does due to our own prisms
and limitations (legal, ethical, cultural, etcPen@d s t h appriachesy
severalof the thought processeslimrestricted Warfare

130 |pbid.
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Penagges f a simple thought from th
inferior can def eat thataven irsthepnéormatioraged d
the PLA can use ancient thougRengis not the only author who has written
about integrahg drategies ito the informatizedwarfare paradigm. For
example, aliefangjun Baarticle in January 2008 examined warfare strategies
for network attack and defens&hese strategies includdidpr eser vi ng
breaking, 6 fiatt ackianrgi tayn da ndde fsetnrdai i nggh, t
the shape, o fAform and force, o and #du
network spacé® All of these are variations of ancient stratagems.

Changing a fiMode of Thinkingbo

The information age offers Chinese leadersmue chance to make a
Afguantum |l eapd in military affairs a
production of mechanized equipment. Howeveg ttansformationfrom a
mechanized to an informatized focee qui res changes to t
thought The PLA has to learn how to apply new technologied to develop
new thinking style quickly or risk falling further behind Military leaders are
confronted with digital, high speed versions of command information, control
information, early warninginformation, survey information, intelligence
information, systems information, and evaluation information that change the
way operations are conceived and executed, according to several prominent
Chinese authors.

Targets have also changed. The foci bfr@se information attacks are
enemy command centers, information systems, and information capabilities
rather than troop formations as in the past. Battles will be fought over
information resources at both the tactical and strategic leMels. modes of
thinking are requiredo protectoperations, logistics, andther associated
areas™

Li Deyi, Deputy Chair of the Department of Warfare Theory and
Strategic Research at tReL A Blistary Academy of Science, highlighivhat
must changéand why inthe PLA6s mode o fstateshi nking. H

1. Changing the mode of thinking is a requirement for ensuring
victory in future war.Conventional thinkingheeds to move

¥BLiu Wanxin, Dang Wanlong, and Zhang Dar
Need St r at elgfangjsn,BadlLiliemton Armydaily, 2 January 2008, p.
6, as translated and downloaded from the OSC website, docunmeiné¢mnu

CPP20080102436002.
184
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from individual system engagement toward systemized
thought and systeito-system engagements. Groupdan
organizational decisiemaking replace individual thought.
Strategy and technologgre unified for planning purposes.
The information superhighwayan produce information
misdirection, spread the fog of war, and interfere with and
di srupt t h eategie nperoeptitss Elecronic
deception, camouflage, and interference along with viral
infiltration and interferencevith/deception of satellitesan
cause enemy errors in judgment.

Systems methodology has broken armies away from singular
cause and efféecdeterminism that is characteristic of
conventional warfareSystems usenformation information
technology and information systemmodes of thoughto
reduce an enemyo6s combat eff
Information and information technology determine combat
effectiveness, victory, and defeat in wafhey stand
alongside materials and power as one of the three major
strategic resources.

Information deterrence (that is, information technology,
weaponry, and resource deterrence as well as ceunter
information deerrence)are new modes of strategic thought
and are important new deterrent forsgust behindnuclear
deterrencén achieving national strategic objectives

New modes of thinking will enable breakthroughs in control
theory.

New modes of thinking integmtinformation reasoning,
analysis, strategi capabilities and the experiences of
warfare with information collection and storage, information
processing, information transmission, and the logical
reasoning capabilities of computers and artificial
intelligence. C4ISR system decistamaking is scientific,
collective, reatime, and precise.

Systemized warfare is represented by activities that have
organization, planning, objectives, measures, layers, and
steps. It is networked thought built on a networknidation.
Networks are systems so systemization thinking is also
Ainet wor ki z a fanothenriew mdudeé af tkoughtg

The design of military system architectures, defensive
alignments, and attack countermeasures must utilize
qualitative and quantitativeanalysis. Precise analysis,
planning, design, guidance, and management are the
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requirements of the man/machine procefs new
thinking.'*

Li is not the only Chinese leader to emphasize the need for new
thinking styles. Major General Zhan Yu, commandanttie# Shijiazhunag
Army Command Academyhelievesnew problems will emerge th&ansform
solutions based on booksatard solutions based opractical experiencicts.
This transformation requires a change from conservative to creative thought.
Personnel mst discuss what has never been discussed and do what has never
been done. This is not a transformatafrthoughtthat deals with emergencies
but rathemwith long-term perspective. Finally, Zhanagrees with Li on at least
one point. He notes that new modes of thought can be viewediasya st e ms
engi neer i.nModes gb thoughd anust change fronsingular or
individual areas tsystemic thought that is integrat&é.

Another leader emphasizirtpange was the Dean of the Department of
Military Political Work of Shijiazhunag Army Command College, Senior
Colonel Deng Yifei. He wtes that change requires foresight, flexibility,
effectiveness, and awareness of how informatiorouees are expanding
infinitely and being transmitted in an unobstructed whyormation technical
tools enable more complex and precise planning, release the energy of thinking,
and inspire creative thought Information resourceshave turned intoa
multiplier of thinking efectiveness?’ In the information age, Deng believes
that creative thinking is the pivot point for innovative thoughttefi g o | d e n
keyo to the door to*success and vict

War Engineering: An Example of a New Mode of Tlought

Major General Hu Xiafeng, a professor in the Information Operations
and Command Traininfeachi ng and Research De
National Defense University, noted that the age of informatizaéiqniresnew
approachesto the study and management iofformation agewars War
engineering is one of these new approacfielt. appears to be an updated
version of the Chinese concept of war control.

135 Li

136 Zhan Yu.

B'Deng VYifei, HAA Revolution in Military T
Zhongguo Junshi Kexug€hina Military Scienck No. 6, 2007, as translated and
downloaded from the OSC website, document nur@?20080527563002.

138 pid.

¥¥Hy Xiaofeng, fAThe Basi cZhongduo MieshiKeFie gi ne e
(China Military Scienck No. 3, 2007, as translated and downloaded from the OSC
website, document number CPP20070927478001.
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War engineering arose, Hu contends, from the requirement to find a
method to study, manage, and conirdbrmation agewar systemsChinese

war engineering is fia method of syst
controls, and evaluates war systems and that is guided by systematic thinking
based on i nfor MaThe most impertatt relerhent gof wad

engheering is to maintain control of war systems. Through war systems,
control of the course of operations is posstbleThe concept is centered on
managingwvarfare and has total victory as its goal.

War engineering looks at combat as a nonlinear, comatiaptive
system War engineering studieslesigs, and managewar requirements,
theories, experiments, and processikdasfive parts: requirements, planning,
testing, control, and evaluation engineering. Control engineering, the most
important element consists of strategic, campaign, and tactical command
information systems which monitor situations, control decismaking, handle
anomalies, and evaluate resuffs.

Hu concluds his thoughts on war engineering by quoting Engels, who
noted t matt fihte waasvrent ors of new mat
person who, in the correct manner, used a new measure that had already bee
i n v e nHu dalievesChina is searching for a way to be the first to use US
inventions to their benefit and prove g correct. China hopes to be able to
manage and control war instead of reacting to it and to make wartime changes
in advance (through simulations) instead of making changes as war requires ol
demandsWar engineeringaccording to Huwill be one of seveal catalyss
that promotethe further development of information watudiesas China
transforms its military from a mechanized to an informatized ftrce.

System Attack Warfare: Another New Mode of Thought

New modes of thinking requireabove all else creativity and
innovation. Dai Qingmin, the Director of the AIPLA Informatization
Consultation Committee (and former head of the Electronic Warfare
Department of the Chinese General Staff), wrote an important article regarding
innovation and informatizethought in 2007 inChina Military Science He
discussed information attack theoriasot active defenseheories and he
stressedhe importance of innovative developments.

140 pid.
141 |bid.
142 |bid.
143 1bid.
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Innovation, Dai writes, is the precursor to the further development of
military technology, weapon modernization, organizational restructuring, and
changes in military practicé? The basic task of innovatian the information
agei s to Areveal the |l aw of informati
strategy for informatized wtare, and formulate the principles for informatized
op er a¥t®ilonovatiord creates new transformation theories, systems
integration theories, and service and arms building theYfiegechnical
informatizedinnovation must take into account issues nosaered in the past
in China, Dai notessuch as fair competition, a sound investment mechanism, a
legal system for protecting intellectual property rights, and an effective human
resources cultivation mechanisf.

In another2007 article, this time in theLiberation Army Daily Dai
wrote that one innovative change isuseii sy st em attack war f
Coming from a person of such renown, this is a very important statement and
one that should concern the West. There is no mention of active defense i
Dai 6s writing here, j u ghatit & impexative too p t i
grasp the initiative in future war, take information dominance as a core
principle, and develop informatization operations theories ahead of‘fime.
According to Dai, hese ations require an objective analysis of the
contradictions that exist in the current stage of informatizafiband the focus
should be on those that can be exploited. These points and concerns differ
markedly from mechanized thought, where China streastide defense and
aninterest in attacking only after first being attacked. Now, Dai states that

System attack warfare is the basic thought of our armed forces for
fighting operations in the environment of informatization. System
attack warfare stressése use of asymmetric offensive actions to seize
battlefield control in all battle domains, using elite forces and

“Dai Qingmin, fAEnsure Historical Orientze
I nnovation of Mil it ar Zhonggud Janshikeku€oimai z at i o
Military Sciencd, No. 1, 2007, as translated and downloaded from the OSC website,
document numér CPP20070512563001.

145 bid.

148 |bid.

147 |bid.

8Dai Qingmin, #AFurther Understanding on
Bui | di n gliefangjBreBadLibemation Army Daily, 13 February 2007, p. 6, as
translated and downloaded from the OSC websiteymient number

CPP20070213721038.

1491bid.

52



composite operation means that mix hard and soft attacks to focus
attacks on the core and weak®lin

Problans that the PLA will have to overcome, according to Dai, as a
change is made from a traditional to an informatized mode of thought, include:
structural problems such as breaking down section barriers and departmen
interests; the current inability to indepdently innovate; and the clarification of
unclear demands for the construction of an information netWwodMilitary
innovations must solve these problems.

Zhang Zhiping and Ye Haiyuaim their work on the transformation of
the military with Chinese characteristics, also discussedvation. They state
that nnovation must include new viewpoints, concepts, and thoughts.
Operatios theory, for example, might include information warfaspatial
warfare, precision operations, and integrated joint operatidresdevelopment
of strategies for operational issues will be particularly importantfuture
informatized warfare concept® Once aain, the focusis on combining
technology with sategiesas othemilitary authorshave repeatedigtressed.

Major General Zhan Y,ucited previously in this chapteoffers other
thoughts on innovation in operat®theory. He statethat systemic destructive
attack must be emphasized; informationsimiake a leading role; and firepower
will control the process of operations, with precision operations the highest
state to be pursuetdl.h e P Ipekadianal style must changelie of thejoint,
nonlinear, precision, and neengagement (no direct contptypes. Finally,
combat capability mustindergo atransfornmation in command and control,
information operations, precisiesirike capability, strategic maneuver, fast
assault, special operations capability, and comprehedsiiemse capability for
the coduct of informatized warfareThis will enable a qualitative leap in
military organization and force structuf& Where Zhan sees a qualitative leap,
this author believes the PLAOs progr

Culture Affects Innovation Trends

According to Chinese analyst§ hi naés new mode o
develop differently than would a corresponding transformation of thought in the

150 |bid.
51 |bid.
2Zhang Zhiping, Ye Haiyuan, #fATrends in
Military Transformati on wiRetmin®Rtbaqmtersee Ch

Version), 9 April 2008, p. 7as translated and downloaded from the OSC website,
document number CPP20080409710003.
153 Zhan Yu.
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West. This is due to the impact Ghineseculture and history on innovation
and due to the development ofaviypes of thought processes, metaphysical
and dialecticalNo further explanation was offered.

Innovation affects culture and vice vergauthors Xiao bngsong, a
doctoral student in militarytsu di es at Chi nads Nati one
Li Qing, an associate professor in the Teaching and Research Section for
Political Theory at National Defense University, wrabout the effects of
culture on innovation The authors state thatné&wledge is gained from
cognitive reflections on the essence, pattepreperties, and features of the
external world. Values are reflected in the way things and processes are used,

resulting in a series of Avalue ref/|
and value concepts t o f*oImfarmatzedihadughte s
(such as that produced over the I nte

and has created new modes of thought. Wikipedia is perhaps the best example
of putting a new .GpWhna to nwefi wkhnaat w ow ei sk n
the hundreds foindividuals who contribute to Wikipedia, and their personal
agendas are unknown.

Xiao and Li define culture as #dth
value systems, and met h'®&mwWwedgeisgseh sy
innovation includes ew phenomendhat must be recognized, analyzed, and
summarized This will require thatexisting knowledge categories for military
actions, truth, philosophy, and information war be processed and refitted
Existing categories of knowledge (ethics, etiqueltenevolence, justice, gain
and harm, material substances, actions, systems, control, information, etc.) must
adopt new measures as weéfl

Value system innovations the result of different assessments in
attitudes, interests, enthusiasms, and mentadamjcs. Value assessment
systems of different societies are reflected in conditions such as geography,
demography, customs, and means of production. It is also reflected in how
religion and people, individuals and groups, mind and strength, and morality
ard gain are related (and which are the most important to a cultGg).

%Xi ao Dongsong and Li Qing, fAAnalysis of
of Military Thoegguo Jueshi Kexugiea Militany §ciencg 2002,

No. 3, pp. 3139. For more information on Chinese military culture in the information

age, see Chapter Three.

155 1bid.
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As a methodological system of thought, culture provides military
theory with innovative tools for thought and witielogical means and patterns
for processingnformation. As an exampleXiao and Li contrastGreek and
Chinese thought:

The early Greek method of thought was a simple and substantial way of
thinking, in that the essence of things was within the things themselves.
As such it held that one should understand the substance, that is, the
thing in and of itself in order to grasp the essential nature and pattern of
said thing. By contrast, the method of though€hinese antiquity was

a simple and relational way of thinking, in that the essence of things
was reflected in the relationship between a given thing and other things.
As such, understanding a thing meant understanding various types of
relationships. Theséwo different methods of thinking provide two
different anchor points for thinking; one is substantial, and the other
relational**®

Xiao and Lialso contrast views in the West and in China on the concept of war.
They noted

The West placed emphasis upseeing war as an entity, in that new
viewpoints, ideas, and theories were extracted during the process of
bringing war in and of itself to light. China, however, placed war within

a larger relational world, and extracted new viewpoints, ideas, and
theoriesby means of revealing the relationships between war and
politics, war and economics, war and the natural environment, and war
and leadership®

In terms of logicathoughtpatterns, the West uses metaphysics which
is based on analysis and decompositiocording to Xiao and LiA subject is
understood as a static and isolated presence that is broken down into a series «
mutually independent elements and these elements are analyzed as a means
gaining a precise understanding of the subject. China uakestical thought.
Here the logical patterns of thought are represented by a high degree of analysi
with a high degree of integration. Understanding a subject is seen as a presenc

158 |bid.
159 1bid.
160 |pid.
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with common links and actions. A comprehensive examination of the
relationships between the possible and actual, history and the future, and the
whole and the part is performed in order to gain an understanding of the
essential nature and pattern of thihgs.

New modes of thought are affected by this cultural thought progess.
person brought up in the Chinese system will analyjfermation age
developmentsand apply themdifferently than someone brought up in a
Western society who perms the same analysisiccording to this way of
thinking.

Oneds | evel mibtdry peastipe@ccdrding ® Xiaorand Li,
al so affects onebd.dn the areacommpilitasy pradtiche n n o
PLA is weak sincé hasnot fought ehigh-techwar yet.Butthe PLAA s wor k ¢
war theory appears strong and focused on inculcaiiigrmation age
technologies into the forceThe PLA isattaching particular significance to an
examination of philosophical, historical, and scientific culture. Philosophy
considers the connections and development of various aspects of nature and
sociey; military history helps summarize the lessons of military culture; and
science, in particular the impact of technology (with information technology at
its core), has caused fundamental changes in both societal and military
activities. Theories of infornteon war and associated theories (Third Wave,
etc.) have evolved from these developmeétits.

Xiao and Li believetie use of technologfsuch as the development of
simulationy has led to a closer understanding of military practice and a
corresponding moveaway from Confuciants practice Technology has
encouragedhina to move away from traditional military thought and toward
an advanced culture, one that takes into consideration new develommdnts
results ininnovation in military theory®

The authorsconcludethat thedevelopment of an advanced military
culture will increasethe knowledge level of officers and troops, their scientific
knowledge and culture levelandChinese combat power. At the same time,
the Marxist value system must be updated andchedin areas such as
patriotic devotion. In a reversal of traditional valaesi modes of thoughbhow
the qualitative must be emphasized over the quantitative and effectiveness
emphasized over fairne&s.

161 |bid.
162 |bid.
163 |bid.
164 1bid.
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Final recommendations by Xiao and Li includkd following:

Continue to create, learn, and understand new methods of thinking. Pay
attention to the latest changes and results of research and understanc
the content and essential characteristics of modern methodology.
Strengthen the systematiwildup of methods of thinking to include
philosophical, sociological, physiological, and psychological methods;
and combine and integrate them. Study the structure, logic, and means
by which this new organic system can be empldy&d.

The next chapter wildiscuss in more detail the changes that have
occurred in Chinese military culture as a result ioformation age
developments.

Conclusions

Innovations andreative thinking in the view of the PLAarethe keys
to victory in future warThis requires esgang from the grasp of mechanized
thought and finding new aninnovative ways to implement informatized
thinking. Innovations involve finding new ways to apply ancient stratagems to
information agelevelopmentsn a certain sense, a new mode of thinkim@nm
asymmetric answer to a competitor with technological prowess but who has
failed to apply these advances to their fulld&sSm gel s bel i ef t h:
inventors of new material measures; it was the first person who, in the correct
manner,used aew measure that h a douldgfihdrnewa d y
applicability in the information ageS u n Tzubs princiople
systems thinking may providaicha cognitiveadvantage.

The PLA is moving from a mechanized to an informatiftede as fast
as possibleF o r exampl e, the PLAOGs Univer s
(UST) reports it is cultivating junior commanders for joint operations under
informatized conditions. Five training systeimsve been formed, to include a
command infomation engineeringsystem. Courses have increased their
content on complex electromagnetic environments, information security, and
psychological operation§®

165 |hid.

B i u Gengob6an andiPMaA SthSTh gGlielig é v Mit leist areyw
Beijing Jiefangjun BadLiberation Army Daily, 5 January 2009, as translated and
downloaded from the OSC website, document number CPP20090105702014.
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Peng0s aadreconynerndations on how the inferior could defeat
the superior weréhe closst examples of amactual wayto applySun Tzutype
methods to the information agei De vy i |l isted twelve <ch
mode of thinking that must be integrated into informatized thought. Systems
methodology, information deterrence, control theonyd @ther factors were
highlighted. Someof his recommendationshare a common reference point
with Westerninformation agetheory while others do not. Those in the latter
category should be closely examined by Western analysts for their potential
implications or use.

GeneralDaid ::ew mode of thinking fousedmore on systemsand
innovation than on applying old principles of wéfe stated thatd grasp the
initiative in future war China must take $gs1 attack warfare as its guided
developinformatization operations theories ahead of tifid@.he Chinese like
other nationspelieveit is betterto worry about things before they happen
instead of after the fact when it is too la¥®ar engineering,nnovation and
creativity are requirecaheadof time in order to affecefficiency, management,
strategy, organization, and theory with information meé&hs.

Cultural proclivitiesprovide military theory withrsome of theools for
innovativethought Xiao and Ld s ¢ o nGreela and Chmdse thduigwas
noteworthy. While Greek thought emphasizederstanding the substance of
something, Chinese thought stresshinking of things in relation to one
another.As theauthorsnoted, theséwo different methods of thinking provide
two different anchor @ints for tlought one is substantiabnd the other
relational*®® It is thus to be expected that Chinese theoreticians will be looking
for all types of relational aspects associated with informatized thought.

While the West uses metaphysics China uses dialectical tholiget.
dialectic enhances the development of countermeasures merely by its thought
process of thesis, artiesis, synthesisThis requiresthat Western analysts
conducta closeanalysisof the links, actions and counteractionthat the PLA
stressesand how theyare beingintegratedinto the force A comprehensive
examination of the relationships between the possible and actual, history and
the future, and the whole and the part is perforimetie PLAIn order to gain
an understanding of the essential nature and pattern of things.

¥’Dai Qi ngmin, fAFurther Upgyldfermaizatomdi ng on
Buil ding. o

168 | bid.

169 Xjao and Li.
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I n summary, it i s qui te appare
informatized war willvary from Western modes ahformation agethought.
This is not unexpected®erhaps, twever too few Westerners appreciate th
specific aspects of these differeneasl ignoresuch developmentst their risk.
To better understand the Chinese and find ways to work together with them or
to developcountes totheir creative thinkingas they develop counters to our
way of thinking)it is strongly recommended that Western analysts study the
Chinese as they study dugn detail. We must learn from them as they have
learned from usWe can start bybetter understanding their new modes of
though® and warning them of some of the perils they @watemplating and
introducing.
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CHAPTER THREE: CHINESE INFORMATION AGE MILITARY
CULTURE

This chapter examines the developmentnuofitary culture in China as
presented ir€hina Military Scienc@ver the past several years.

In confrontations on the future battlefield, what is scarier than inferior
technology is inferior thinking’*

Introduction

With over 5000 years of historygfficers and academicians of the
Peopl ebs Li Pl&Ayhave mach infékmation omhich to base their
books and articles abolhi nads rich tradition o
Western audience, there is much to learn alfantl from)the Chinese. For
example, while most Western audiences like to think of Sun@s max i m
Awi nning without fightingo as repr e
Chinese Colonel Jin Lixin disagrees. He wrote that being able to break the
enemyds resistance without fighting
history demonsat es, according to Jin, is an
the enemydos aPmy in the field.o

A few test questions on Chinese military thinkifogther demonstrate
the Westods wunf ami |l iToranswer thevfoliowing four A ¢
questions, select frodarl Marx, Sun Tzu, Mao Zedon@r Deng Xiaoping:
Whose philosophy and military thought serves as the advanced culture of
military thought in China?®* Whose philosophy serves as the PLAs guiding
principle?”* Who devel oped PRMo paidéhat she Mémest?
mistake is to miss an opportunity to send superior military forces against the

"Deng VYifei, fARealizing a Hi st dGuangming e ap f
Daily, 17 January 2008 as translated and downloaded from the Open Source Center
website, document number CPP20P88563001.

23 in Lixin, AYe Jianying andChHhhaMildaryt i onal
Science 2002, No. 1, pp. 632.

“Fang Yonggang, fADefining AdChisaMditard Chi ne
Science 2005, No. 6, pp. #83.

174 pengGuanggian and Yao Youzhi, editofhe Science of Military Strategiilitary
Science Publishing House, Academy of Mil
Liberation Army, English version, 2005, p. 150.

75 bid., pp. 121, 126.
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enemy?® The answes to these questions can be found in the footnote to this
sentencé!’

The Chinese believe that theyber/information agehas helped them
transform theirrich traditional military culture into what the term as an

fadvanced mil it ar yfactorsbehind thise changarethe pr
PLABGs recognition of the i nfnetatemof e ¢
Chinads traditional cul ture by -mod

technology strategic psychological warfare concepts. In the words of one
author, China must construct socialist culture with Chinese characteristics; must
create cultural diusion hardware and software over which China has
autonomous intellectual property rights; and, most important for Western
audi ences, Chi na mu st t ake action w
medi a i ndustry beyond Chi naover thbor d
i nternat i on al®Westetnmedia atlets anchititariesshould be
made aware of this Chines#ort.

This chapter will focus orChinese military culturdbased on selected
articles that express the thoughts of PLA officers and acadersover the
past eight yearsThe di scussion does not i nc
military cultural focus (the oath, flag, colors, and other military representations)
but rather military thought and philosophy. The lessons learned from this
examination are extensive and at timegpsgsing in both context and
substanceThe examination exposes potential Chinese predispositions and thus
intentions for furber scrutiny and interpretatioand exposes Chinese thinking
and prejudicesabout US military culture. The examination beginswéweer,
with a short overview of thmanner in which this analysis was conducted

The Journal China Military Science

China Military Sciencas a corePLA military periodical It servesas
the sole source of information for thishapter The journal is puldhed
bi monthly and is sponsored by the P
the Chinese Military Science Associatiofherefore the chapter reflects the
thoughts of the Acadendys of ficers aanddits canteatdi®e mi |
controlled by theeditors.China Military Scienceaddresses issues of strategy,

176 |bid., p. 288.

"The answeto all of these questions is Karl Marx. If you correctly selected the
Prussiarborn philosopher as the answer to all of these questions, consider yourself
among the very few to do so.

"Wang Shudao, fAiModern Cul t ur &hinaBlitdnf usi o
Science 2005, No. 3, pp. 689.
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history, defense, troop building, combat theory, and international military
studiesin addition to cultureThe journal has won numerous awards in China.

The material examined covered the eight yed®992007) of the
journal, where no | ess than 66 arti
title. Of the 66 article<® examined, fourteen were history related, twelve were
foreign military related, three were Communist Party related, seven were
strategy related, six were society related, and twenty were purely military
related. The latter category included law, catofiure, spiritual construction,
combat power, military theories, advanced and future culture, systems, science
and technology, modernization, worship, the environment, frontier defense,
duty, national defense, and harmony and balance. Tvesglky articles on
culture were published in 2002 alone, the apparent height of interest and
discussion on the subject. From 2000 to the last is§u#002, the journal
published sifigr@dpvoted to military cul tur
Study of Chinese Mtiary Cul ture. 6 I n each set
or six culturerelated articles®®

Definitions

To understandChinese military culture a few important termsistbe
defined upfront. These terms are important for the remainder of the discussion
thatfollows. Theterms that are defined acelture, military culture, traditional
military culture, Marxist culture, and advanced military culfuhe latter being
the focus of this chapter

Culture

Fang Yongganga doctoral student at the Dalian Naval Aeaxy, notes
that culture is the object of the strength of peofilés the sum of the material
and mental results created during a historical process that transforms nature,
society, and people. It is a conceptual system of social ideology (philosophy,
politics, law, ethics, and art). Fang states that culture is described in three ways.
First, heuses chol ar Liang Shubi ns 0&atesdhatf i ni
Afculture is everything that our i fe
surelyineconontis and politics, but it encom
states that culture refers to mental culture, to include philosophy, art, religion,
language, logic, natural science, and other forms of knowledge such as the

19 Five issues between 1928907 were not available for examination in the library of

the authords place of employment, the Fo
Leavenworth, Kansas.

180 The discussion is undeastdably far from conclusive but rather attempts to offer an
introductory point of view for discussing Chinese military culture.
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humanities and social sciences, lammthought and consciousness, ways of
thinking and acting, customs and habits, education, cultural institutions, and
social organizational forms. Third, Fang notes that culture refers to the mental
activities and products established upon a definite ecmnémundation and
adapted to definite political institution§®

Zhang Xiaojun and Xu Jia define cultusdfferently. They cited
Chi n a 6Gonc®3dal Sciences Dictionaryo def i ne cul tu
of the material wealth and the spiritual wealth created by mankind in the course
of soci al d e v el o pdethat tultude isiZt hhaen gs oacnida | X
carried by the system of consensual symbols and its products and
devel opfent s. o

Military Culture

Wu Mengchao, a Major General in 2002 and Vice President of the
Nanjing Political Academy, defigemilitary culture as a pattern of ideas
attached to the potential military strength of an armed force (equipment,
personnel,institutions, and training)fo warfare (combat strength and its
application), ando society (transformation from national strength to military
strength). Military culture occurs when societal culture is shifted to military
activities. Historical observains and logic (based on the past, present, and
future of an object) determine military culture as well. The more developed a
society is, the stronger is its cultural accumulation and the stronger the mental
power of its people. Military cultural contens ia qualitative indicator of
military building.®3

Fang Yonggang discuss€hinese military culture in a 2005 article. He
states that military culture is a conceptual, complex entity formed from military
knowledge systems, military value systems, andesys of military cognitive
methods. It is the cultural basis formed from the combat strength of the armed

forces®*

Wang Zhaohai, in 2007, defigami | i t ar vy cul ture
substance of the ideology gradually formed among members of the military
through military practice, consisting of the knowledge system, concepts of
values, and methods of thought and conduct. It is the historical prézipita

81 Fang Yonggang.

¥2Zhang Xiaojun and Xu Jia, AA Compariso
Chinese and US Strategic CulturChina Military Science2004, No. 2, pp. 11215.

BWu Mengchao, fAWhere is Our-DayFdrisbf@dury Cu
Mi | i t ar yChiGaMilitary $cencg?002, No. 3, pp. 2@3.

84 Fang Yonggang.
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the spiritual production and spiritual life of members of the military. It is the
carrier of symbols of values f%r the

Traditional Military Culture

Jin Lixinds 2002 wor k viewnof nMitarys h a |
culturelisted key points for understanding traditional Chinese military culture.
Theyare

T Clarity of Goal. Yeds goal wa:
the present. He advocated wusi
inheritance to applysuccess and avoid defeats in she
changing times.

i Take a Firm Stand. China must use Marxist and Mao Zedong
thoughts as weapons to dissect, sort out, and critique ancient
military heritage using a scientific and dialectic attitude.

1 Deal Strictly with Conrete Matters. Open up research into
military science, and seek truth from facts. Remain down to
earth and donot make somet hi n.
are more universal.

1 Weed through the OId to Bring Forth the New. One must
flassume an sitnuprreedos shiyw eb rpiongi ng
not shooting, demonstrating that one is ready to do battle. This
is active defens#®

This latter point is much like present day deterrence thoagtitthe Chinese
concept okhi(see Appendix Two for a detailed degtion of shi).

Marxist Military Culture

Liu Dingchang and Wang Yi, in 2002yrite that Marxist military
culture includes both software (thought, scholarship, science, etc.) and
hardware (infrastructure, equipment, and training) and has five levels. fichey a

1 The culture of military thought which includes military
dialectics and basic theory about war and strategy

1 The culture of military scholarship which includes the sciences
of strategy, campaigns, tactics, and war mobilization, among
others

BSWang Zhaohaii Tent ati ve Analysis of the Devel
Military Cul t uhisalMilitBre Sciedca2qOmmBlm 1, ppo436.
186 Jin Lixin.
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1 The cultureof military technology which includes military
science and technology and military training

1 The culture of military systems which includes the systems of
leadership and political work

1 The culture of military infrastructure which includes military
organizaibn and equipment’

AdvanceMilitary Culture

Fang Yonggangdefined advanced military culture as merely an
extension of advanced culture but with specific differences between soldiers
and civilians in ideas, aesthetic values, and means of continuity. Drawing upon
its superior military cultural heritage and forwandentation, advanced military
culture must change in accordance with temporal and spatial conditions (such
as cultural qualities, psychological features, and individual characteristics of
officers and troops). Change includes examining the rational coenp® of
foreign military cultureg®®

Wang Zhen, a professor in the Political Department of the Chinese
Navyos Dalian Ship Academy Theod fot he

Building the Communist Partof Ching noted in 2005 ¢t}
modern military culture is guided by Marxism, Mao Zedong military thought is
an important component of Chinads m

states that modern advanced military culture is differentiated from &H s
ancient and modern military culture by profound changes in military concepts.
In particular, the emergence of Mao Zedong military thought shattered
traditional thought and reformed important traditional concepts. This
revolutionary change was manifedtin the following ways:

T tused t he pur pose oriny to lexplainntleew |
instrumental value of the army. No longer were armies tools of the
ruling class to make war but now the PLA works for the people to
spread propaganda, organize the n@ssem the masses, help the
masses establish a revolutionary political power, organize the
establishment of the Communist Party, and make war if necessary.

9 It used a cultural perspective of the party commanding the guns to
thoroughly transform the culturperspective of the gun alone being
supreme. That is, the gun was not the only elementsyfect Rather,
the Party commands the guns and not vice versa.

BLiu Dingchang and Wang Yi, fAThe Fundan
Cu |l t Ghine Military Science2002, No. 4, pp. 195.
88 Fang Yonggang.
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9 It used materialist dialectics to make innovations and develop theories
and strategies in Chinesada foreign military cultures. Mao, being
knowledgeable in ancient, foreign, and Marxist writings, attached
importance to deriving the best from both local and foreign military
thought, especially theory and strategy. Revolutionary wars are just,
and countaevolutionary wars unjust®

Wan g defined advanced military (
concepts and military culture system that are established under the guidance of
correct military values. o0 Maobs mil

values and allowed military concept culture, military system culture, and
military action culture to take shape as a scientific systém.

The Move from Traditional to Advanced Culture

Military culture is transitioningin accordance with theChinese
militaryd s  mfiom @ mechanized to an informatized force amith the
worldd s t r dranmsa Qolid aVar environment to a digital age marked by
global economic and social integratiohhe move tcadvanced military culture
does not mearpf course that traditimal cultural thought is being tossed out.
Rat her , it is being updated in corre
example, traditional concepts such as the preservation of unity, the pursuit of
peace, and emphasis on rational thought all remaingbaadvanced military
culture®* Updating military culture simply ensures that the culture of military
thought does not suffer from inferior thinking but keeps up with the times.

One main concern serves as a motivating factor for the PLA to
transform fromtraditional military cultue to advanced military culturelhis
concern $ thatsome PLA membersbelieve Western cultue is penetrating
China via digitized public opinion means. Wang ShydeoAssistant Professor
in the Military Personnel Management Department of the Xian Political
Institute,is one whdelieveshat Westermpenetratiorof the mediahasforced a
cultural transformation®® The digital age has introduced more cultural
diffusion in Chinadue to access to other cultures ideologies and philosophies.

Cultural diffusion according to Wangs a means to pass on, promote,
and develop cultural content. ¢an act positively (supporting the PLA) or

®Wang Zhen, fiMao Zedong Military Thought
Cu |l t Ghine Military Science2005, No. 1, pp. 582.
190hid.
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negatively (enabling the disintegian of the PLA) andhas two layers of
meaning. The first is the diffusion of culture itself, its semiotic characteristics
and system of meaning. The second is diffusion activities through definitive
media both internal (within a community) and externaindag different
communities, known as intercultural diffusion or crosdtural diffusion)®®
These activities use modern information technology and specialized media.
There are five elements: the diffuser of culture; a specific system of meanings;
a definiive semiotic system; specialized media; and the target of cultural
diffusion. Modern cultural diffusion is based on higithnology, is global in
scope, and can be used as a combat power addftive.

Cultural diffusionin the information agbas new formsThese are:

1 With respect to cultural symbdsartificial language and logic
symbols are in the process of replacing traditional material and
written symbols as the carriers of cultural information and the
transmission of systems of meanings

1 With respect tocommunication technolo@ydigital information
technology and virtual reality technology are replacing traditional
printing and electronic technologies

1 With respect to diffus media satellite radio, television media,
and computer network media are increghirreplacing traditional
paper publication medid®

Wang sees three challenges to Ch
nati onal spirit, the | atter tout ed
challenge is caused by exposure to other i{fest and to Western
Ali bertarianism. o This has introduc

some Chinese. A second challenge is that presented to socialist ideals. The
penetration ofChina by digitized systemshas offered the West a chance to
highlight their capitalist system and values. A third challenge isptegented

to socialist information and the public opinion environment in general in China.

Wang believes there is an Ainformat.|
of control and manageent over informatiorin China Citizens are not able to
di stinguish between good informatioc

stability of Chinese society, interfering with the direction of public opinion and
soci al p¥°%tekifusian gfyesiern values has cayseatording to

¥93Wang Shudao.
194 bid.
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Wang, a crisis in beliefs andan upheaval in convictions, hedonism, and
extreme egoisnt’

Wang believes that cultural diffusion is a new form of soft power that
can affect national security. In response, China must adapt a preventative
cultural diffusion strategy in order to regain the strategic initiative in what
Wang describels @msydhhael oigeiuclalurvaal® ar e
The West s cul tur al di ffusion has r
established a fAstrategic containment
West to gain the initiative in cultural psychological feae. Three
recommendations were made by Wang:

1 Proactive def ense tmecostlthddffusGmi n a
of Chinese culture since the West is in a position of relative
strengt h. The hy p eGhinesesfgrcesoniust beh e
exposed.

I The Party must exert control over cultural diffusion. It must
vigorously develop advanced culture, integrating traditional and
modern diffusion media and national and private sector media to
propagate national spirit and basic national values.

1 Socialist cultre with Chinese characteristics must serve as an
essential condition for the implementation of cultural
counterattacks and what Wang [
psychol ogi®al warfare.o

Advanced military cultural thoughéhould continueto innovate ad
change, to take the best from the West, and to elevate quality on a level above
guantity in terms of importance. These requirements are mandated by the
changes accompanying the digital age. For example, with regard to the quality
over guantity concept,il Dingchang, then a Senior Colonel and President of
the Nanjing Institute of Politics at Shanghai, and Wang Yi, a Senior Colonel
and the Political Commissar of tsame institutenoted in 2002 that

Chinads quantitative f iygHetsacialigt st
political system, the population, economic factors, and natural
geography. These factors are in constant flux based on modifications to
military strategy. Qualitative aspects of fighting strength refer to the
guality of military affairs, pbtics, technology, culture, health, and the

197 Ibid.
198 |bid.
199 bid.
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psychological caliber and disciplinary style of the officers and troops as
well as the caliber of military thought, strategy, and tactics. Marxist
military culture has always placed great emphasis on the qoélibe

army?%

Wu Mengchao states thdt@eng values and knowledge are two areas of
measurement to help determine the development of an advanced military
culture. Values emphasize the character of people. Chinese internal values
include a peaceful dispadisin based on an active defense concept, an emphasis
on strategic thinking, the use of deterrence whenever possible, and a benevoler
approach. Chinads military values a
Confucianism and Mohist, Daoist, and Legatlsbught. Knowledge, the other
area of measurement, emphasizes the scientific nature of culture. It includes
learning from Marxist ideology, focusing on science and technology, and
studying lessons learned from actual practte.

Revelations for a NonChinese Expert

For the average Western analyst who is not a Chinese expert, there are
several points of interest embedded in Chinese discussions of culture. Among
the most important issuese:

1 How technology must be embedded istoategy the latter servig as
the strongest military cultural element of China

1 The importance of Marxism to contemporary Chinese military culture
and philosophy

1 Contradictions to some commonly accepted Sun Tzu and Mao Zedong
phraseology

1 The role of intellectuals in the developnt of Chinese military culture
and thought

i The importance of strategic psychological warfare and persuasive
media tothe enhancement or degradatiomufitary culture, to include
persuasive simulations

1 Theimpact of informatization on military culture.

Strategy and Information Technology

It should come as no surprise that the focus of many Chinese cultural
writings is the issue of strategy. The Chinese have studied strategy closely for
thousands of years. The revelation for a Western reader is nd® thé 6 s
continuedstudy of strategy buhe manner in whiclthey intendto improve it.

200|_ju Dingchang and Wang Yi.
201\Wu Mengchao.
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Major General (retired) Li Bingyan, a Senior Editor of thiberation Army
Daily, t he PLAOGS , ofiejed sSomenodiviest suggestism this
regard. He is welknown in China and abroad for his itimgs on military
strategy. He has authored, among many works, a new editibmeoT hirtySix
Stratagemsind Strategies of the Ancients

Li points out three differensadn Western and Eastern thought. First,
Westerners focus on technology while Eastes focus on strategy. Li believes
this is because Westerners created a sodioral environment where science
and technology were esteemed while Easterners incorporated nature into human
affairs and believed that changes in society were linked to eBangaturé??
This is an important point for western analysts to consider.

Second, when Westerners look at a problem, Li thinks they focus on a
single point. Easterners, on the other hand, develop a comprehensive way of
looking at a problem, what Li tesn a -fié ws @ approac
comprehensive approach). Third, when examining relationships, Li believes
that Westerners view coordination and struggle as incompatible. Eastemers,
the other handseek a point of equilibrium between coordination andgsfie
advocating a battle of wits and eventual harmony and not a reliance on force.

Li states that China must not rely on strated¢pne in itsbattle of wits
any longer. Rather, China should learn from the West and integrate strategy
with technology?®® In this sense he aims to improve the quality of strategy in
China.

Li notes that thereisareasbne si de fAi ncorporati ng
aff d&iorrsoChi nadbs sl ow acceptance of t

era (206 B@ 25 AD), China was governed by theonceptso f irejec
hundr ed school s of t hought, esteem
of ficials, not technology. o Official

anyone venturing toward scienasthe latterwasdeeme work for men who

were clever with their hands. Li terms this a negative element of Chinese
culture. As a result, Chinese strategy was forced down the narrow road of deceit
and trickery, where stratagems play a major fldn Li 6s opi ni o
studiesthe use of strategy to win victory while the West studies the use of force
to achieve victory. Since the Chinese believe that war is not only a contest of

22 i Bingyan, fAEmphasis on Strategy: Demc
St u d China Mildary Science2002, No. 5, pp. 885.
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material forces but also a battle of witsey stress subjective (flexible, creative
thinking) factas in war.

Lin Ronglin, a Colonel and professor at the Naval Command Institute,
and Cui Tao, an MA candidate at the same institute, agree with Li. Wiikey
that the integration of stratagems and technolisgynportant?®® The authors
concl ud eonly mastwe Gontimte traditional Chinese military thought
on strategy, we must also emphasize the borrowing of Western information
technol ogy advantages in order ® o ac

Linand Cuilistf our r easons adisomstraidgyi: nads e

1 War has rules and by recognizing the rules, one could use other
strategies to trounce the enemy.

1 The full utilization ofthe subjective mobility of those involved
in a conflict is required. Based on objective factors, subjective
effortsare used to obtain victory.

1 Both sides in a war are flexible. Both hide the truth and show
falsehoodsand both compete in intelligence and bravery. The
use of deception is necessary.

1 War must be in the service of a particular political end and
serve as means to that erd’

Marxism

Fang Yonggangwrote in 2005 that it was Mao who began the
integration of Marxist thought into the Chinese revolution. This began an
innovation inmilitary culture that allowed China to show that it is adaptive and
able to intgrate traditional military strategy and philosophy with science and
technology from the We$t®

Marxist writings have had a much greater impact on Chinese military
philosophy than many ne@hinese expert¢ésuch as this authoQould ever
expect. The Chiese give Marx and Engels credit for strongly influencing many
of the key aspects of their military thought. This influence should never be
underestimated. Wang Zhaohai notes as late as 2007 that Marxism is the

25linRonglinandCuiio, @Al nnovation in Chinese Mi
Compari son wGhinaMilitaty Sciehe2606,,No. 5, pp. 11124.
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guiding ideology and correct direction of déy@ment for Chinese thought. He
adds that the core element of military culture is the socialist value s§Stem.

Marxism is considered an essential aspect of traditional Chinese
military culture, even though it is a nineteenth century concept. Jin Lixin, a

Col onel and assistant researcher at
Encyclopedic Research Department, wrdte 2002 about Marshall Ye
Jianyingdés view of traditional Chine

connectiong® He notes that Yeread the Marxist/Leninist classics and Chinese
and foreign history of all kinds. Further, Jin notes with regard to Marxism and
the dialectic, Astudy and draw on
strategies and tactics, a. sJoleimgi thel | vy
contradiction of the unity of opposiféshe enemy and onesélfwvas the
premise for conducting all military activitidésT he one fAwi t hout
vacuous and the one fAwith or ,saeodi do
what is stong).?**

Liu and Wang wite that this ideological aspect of military culture is
supported by Marxismbés cornerstones,
materialism?? Marxist dialectical materialism, they write, reveals objective
facts and inherent relationships that outmoded metaphysical precepts cannot.
Relationships include, for example, those between war and culture, the buildup
of the national economy and the aunforces, the people and weapons and
equipment, and a series of dialectical relationships within the military
(attacking and defending, weakness and strength, superiority and inferiority,
and so onf§

Historical materialism provides a theoretical bdsispatterns of social
development,for the form of a socialist economy, arfdr methods of
production. Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping, and Jiang Zemin, the authors note,
have developed Marxist military culture with Chinese characteriatibsugh
t h ey spdcify jusi what these characteristics wete

Authors Liu and Wang discount the contributions of Clausewitz and
Jomi ni to military culture by statin
of Marxism are limited by historical conditions, in partaubecause they are

209\Wang Zhaohai
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not guided by scientific concepts of the world or methodologies. As such, they
have many drawbacks in terms of their content and function which
fundamentally hold back®any further

Jin offers some historical offerge-oriented Chinese military doctrine
for Western readers to pondétOn the one hand;onfucian, Daoist, and other
Chinese doctrines have repudiated war for thousands of years in Qookse
other handMar s hal | Ye Ji anyi ngidggo Jmiinclide a r
seeing value i n war and value i n
f i g h tVYiesag @rpgress for China in the conduct of war and used the War
of Resistance against Japan as an e
war front, unified the government, unified the military, formed resistance
| eader s, and founded t he Political
Jianyingés concerning the value of
nat @'fJmadiledthai Looki ngobagabkthk vol umes

year history, what we see more of i
with shining spears, armored horses
citiesd by beheading gener atsly beinga p t

able to O0break the enemyos resi st a
rari®Thaso Westerners should keep a
buildup for good reason.

These two thoughts, war helps Chipar o gr es s and it

raritieso is breaking the enemybs r
thoughts than Westerners are accustomed to hearing. Finally, Jin stresses tim
and again that Yebs focus i spasinio ap

present day situations. One must learn and adapt.

The Role of Intellectuals

Wang Xingsheng was a senior Colonel in 2002. He was the Director of
the Fifth Research Office of the C
Military Systems Research Depament. Wang wote that ancient Chinese
intellectuals paid attention to military matters and that they greatly enriched the
story and traditonb e hi nd Chinadés military cul
prevention, opposed wars of annexation, but advocated fara moral
principles. What arose was a scholarly group of military strategists that

215 pid.
216 Jin.
217 bid.
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remained active even during the period of Confucianism. Several were later
designated as officers due to their extensive knowledge of strategic #ffairs.

Ancient Chinese intellectuals focused on military matters in the
following ways:

1 They directly threw themselves into military struggles of the times.
There were two groupsintellectualsthat the emperor appointed as
generals (some like Sun Tzu and Sun Bin became adisth
commanders and strategists) and intellectuals who served as
officials or military aids and took part in the planning and decision
making in army tents (such as Zhang Liang and Xiao He).

1 They wrote books on the art of war and war policy complete with
notes and commentaries on them. They described how to enhance
war preparations, inspire morale, study strategy, amass forces, and
restore the country.

1 They summarized military successes, failures, gains, and losses
while researching and constructing higto

1 They wrote prose that reflected war and military life. A
considerable portion of Chinese poems are about military matters.

1 They created novels with war as the main object of discussion
which spread military culture and helped in the accumulation ef th
military cultural psychology of the natiGi®

Ancient intellectual writings thus have significantly shaped the style of
Chinese military culture. Wang believbsth ancient and modeintellectuals
have enhanced the concept of national unity, imbuedeShimilitary culture
with a distinctively patriotic and heroic hue, and caused Chinese military
culture to assume an even more pacifistic and compassionate spirit for the state
of the world and its peopfé! Further, intellectuals provide Chinese military
culture with incisive language and an aesthetic characteristic that blend
philosophy and poetic appeal in a concise, comprehensive, innovative, and
universal manner. Perhaps most important, intellectuals promote a military
style of thinking that is good atrategy and adept at the use of indirect
methods?® Why did strategy develop earlier in China than in other

2Wang Xingsheng, fAChinese Intellectuals
Tradition and |t s | ChpaMiltary S8arenckPD02,iNo. &,py. Cu l
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nationalitiesAVang believes that the answer may be grourniddte fact that
intellectuals did not come from families with military backgroundsmiost
cases. They were thus unfamiliar with issues on an operational level and only
dealt with strategic issues. Further, the battle of wits between two sides
interested and excited Chinese scholars. The novels and plays they wrote

further popularized stragyy?*

Psychological and Cognitive Issues, Persuasion, and National Character

Yan Xiaofeng, Deputy Director of the Philosophy Teaching and
Research Office of the Marxism Teaching and Research Department at
National Defense University, Westhat the strength of strategic psychological
warfare (SPW) comes from national culture.

Yan states that national culture is defined from a series of issues. They

are:

1 National culture is the combination of factors, including a
countryodos national spirit, i o
of thinking, and the quality of sciences.

T National culture is the devel
politics. They are intergendent.

T Nati onal culture Iis a combina
cultures such as various forms of social ideology and social
psychology. The former includes political and legal thinking,
morals, art, religions, sciences, philosophy, and so oe. Th
latter includes feelings, will, habits, and interests.

1 Inthe national culture system, national spirit is the essence and
ideology is the symbol. National spirit is the national faith,
belief, character, and quality that a nation develops under
certain mtional, historic, and production conditions.

1 National culture is a system that has complex structure and
abundant content.

T Finally, nati onal cul ture i S
national culture is a powerful strategic weapon in strategic
psychologichwarfare. It shows to the world a civilized image
that fiour country loves peace, insists on justice, and pursues
advancemeni?®*

223 |bid.
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In the case of China, Yan believes that there are two reasons why
Chinads national cul t ur dgnily devetoped sverr o n
thousands of years whigmablea sense of identification and belongiramd
theinfluence of theChinese Communist Partyhe lattethas created a culture
of democracy that enables justice, advancement, and enlighteaowamtling
to Yan®®

Another countryds culture often b
t hat l aunches SPW is trying to make
elites, accept, become interested in, or longHervalues, thoughts, ideas, life
styles, and evesocial systemsf another countryWith this understanding, and
the Chinese focus on preventing the spreadbadign information within its
culture, Chinaprobably consides US policy makersas experts in creating
SPW.

Yan continues that is alsoimportant to eliminate hostility in the target
country and to create favorable opinions of the party launching SPW. If war
does erupt, opposing counties will then have more difficulty developing hatred
and a fightto-the-death mentality if a favorable opom of the country has
preceded warés outbreak. The measur e
whet her China is able to conddamdto and
resist SPW efforts of other countries.

In the information age, boundaries an®re porous whiclallows for
the dissemination of national culture with fewlogistical andtechnical
restrictions. SPW can be conducted at a level of competition and contest over
national culture where orreally can win without fighting. The informatioera
has created new ways to consider time, space, progrestheatubls of war.
Entire war strategies can now be based strictly on the competition betveeen
national cultures of two countriemformationis usedto destroy an opposing
forces identiication with and dependence as national culture. Such abstract
war can work as well as actual wiam Y a n 6 sTheochainging oature of
access and influenge the information age has ma@hina more protective of
its culture which is an important e e me n't of Chinads com

power??’

Chen Bingyan and Wang Yanzheng, graduate students at Shijiazhuang
Ar my Command Col |l ege; and Wang Zhert
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candidate advisor at the College, wratesrery good articlen psychologial

war fare. Titled AEnhancing Chinads
Psychol ogi cal Great Wall , o0 the arti«
of f t he cul tur al expansi on and p s

Apromoti ng t hefadvanced altue intoan éxcellent national
p s y ¢ h ¢ The authars define national culture as the product of spiritual
and material civilization created by a nation in the historical course of its
existence and development.

The authors note hownf or mati on technol ogy
advanced military culture. n 't he aut horsdé opinion

Life in society has entered an unprecedented information environment.
The explosive development in high technology centered around
information technology hadeen accompanied by the increased
informatization of society. This type of information environment is the
result of advances in society, and is an objective fact from which there
is no turning back for any country or nation. However, the information
environment is an artificial environment, and the content it transmits
reflects the social cognitive values of different countries and interest
groupsz*

Building and promoting Chinaobeaectraat i
national psychological Great Wall between itself and the West. China must
foppose those who separate the cul't
Chinese culture and the worldbés nat
each other, whictrisks restricting the methods of the culture of Marxist

t h o u¥ fAa thab end, aorrect orientation toward public opinion must be
secured.

China must do four things to maintain its culture according to Chen,
Wang, and Wang. First it must establish datkd institutions responsible for
planning, modifying, and managing the work of SPW, second, research into
issues of national psychology must be increased; third, specific cultural

2Cheng Bingyan, Wang Yanzheng, and Wang
Excellent Culture and Erect i €ChnaMiltayat i on
Science 2002, No. 5, pp. 587.
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education and propaganda work must be carried out; and finally, a ppofdssi
information and guidance team (s) must be establi$fied.

Other authors focused on the development of cultural awareness and
techniques to persuade the media. Wang Lin, a Senior Colonel and Professor of
Military Journalism and N&mng insttute ofat i
Politics; Wang Yitao, a Captain and Xinhua PLA Branch Journalist; and Wang
Guibin (no title provided) wrote a 2005 article that discessediastrategies to
use in cultural wars with the West and other natfdhdledia warfareis
defined as an information battle where adversaries fight for dominance of
message output and maxim effect oncommunication. These messages can
disguise hostility and aggressiveness and increase public opinion and support.
Cultural characteristics to beuslied include customs, religion, moral values,
behaviors, literature, the arts, and so on that can achieve a desired cultural
effect.Information selection criterimcludecultural flawsof other nationg®*

The authors writéhat China needs to createf@ssional institutes that
conduct cultural effects research anddepth preparatory work to keep
research upo-date and ensure speedy propaganda responses if needed.
Spiritual and meerial cultural effectshould bestudied In particular, there is a
need to understand and use information platforms such as the Internet. Finally,
appropriate cultural battle simulations must be developed to accumulate the
necessary information and experience
in media warfaré®

Media strategies include directing
of common interest; using contrast, such as revealing and disclosing the
illegitimacy of an adversary action and then explaining why friendly actions are
both legitimate and inevitablajsing the persuasive effect of strong cultural
leaders, those active and influential in dispersing objective facts and subjective
judgments (artists, scientists, teachers, and athletes, among others); and using
the strategy of repetition of cultural efts specific to the given culture and its
background3®

The Impact of Informatization on Military Culture
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The digital agehas squarely impactedilitary culturein China as the
preceding paragraphs indicatYao Gaohong, a professor and doctoral
candidateadvisor (and editor of th@ o ur n a | o f Nanjingobs
and DuYongji, a doctoral candidate at the Nanjing Institute of Politiaste
thatfi dr the construction of conditions for military culture which are adapted to
the conditions of the informatized military, it is necessary that the conditions of
traditional military culture are systematically reformed involving every aspect
of the conditios of military cultured®’

If reformis toinvolve every aspect of military cultyréhenweaponry
and equipment, military organizations, military thoygimdother aspectwill
be affected by the digitalagdhe PLA must ndAestablish
of thinking, and a cultural psychology which are adapted to the conditions of
informatized war so that the transformation in cultural concepts is the premise
upon which the new condition$®Thidf mi
includes the ethics ohformatized war, the rules of war, and the ways of using
armed force. Yao and Du list the six elements of military culture as

Military theory
Military systems
Military values
Military ethics
Military psychology
Military thinking >*°

=8 =4 =4 =4 -89

Yao and Du focushe conclusion of their article on the development of
several issues. First is the obvioeed to integratmilitary and social cultures
(since informatization has blurred the boundaries between what is and is not
military). Seconds the developmerdnd un@rstanding of twentjirst century
trends causetly information technology (knowleddmsed forces, intelligent
weapons, the digital battlefield, and informatized war and deterrence
strategies). Thirdis t h e requirement t o under st
culture, particularly his military value pursuits and the direction of his strategic
thinking. Finally, thereis the need todevelop newinnovations in military
theory since the first to do so will hattee advantage in future military battles.
This requires not only carrying on
also |l earning from other military ¢

%’Yao Gaohong and Du Yongji, AMain Trend
the TwentyF i r st ChkimatMilitary Sciénce2002, No. 4, pp. 448.
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understanding of anot herhinkhgismelpfulyjod s s
eliminating strategic misunderstandings and avoiding mistakes in strategic
judgm@nt . o

Some PLA Views of US Culture

Zhang Xiaojun, senior colonel and
Army Foreign Languages Academy, and Xu Japrofessor at the same
academy write often on military topics andtrategic thinking.Their article
under consideration heris on the topic ofstrategic culture They define
strategic culture as

é the social messages carried by the system of strasygibols.
Strategic culture is made up of two parts. One part is the continually
produced social messages carried by the system of antagonistic
symbols related to a conflictive nature, a violent usage, a connotation of
security, and the qualities of an eneand of threat. The other part is
the continually produced social messages carried by the system of
antagonistic symbols related to priorities, reasonable choicethend
evaluation of result&*

The authors believe strategic culture falls under the topic figr an
culture. o |t i s subject t o i nfluen
technological culture, institutional culture, and the material culture of a country.
Its main categories include warfare concepts, national defense and security
conceptstheories for gaining the upper hand, and so on. Zhang aridriXer
go on to compareUS and Chinese strategic culture in their articlEhey
interpret Chinese strategic culture as dominated by pacifism and moral
principles. They view US strategic cultues driven by profit and national
interests*?

First, they write that Chinese traditional strategic culture emphasizes
morality in warfare and values peace. This tradition respects inaction.
Confucianistthinking was manifested in ancient military affairs and advocated
benevolence and righteousness. Mohists were pacifists who advocated caution
and fighting only for moral principles. These philosophies valued what was
righteous and unr iogs treflectuthis philBsopd?® Tz u
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Apparently they discard the views of Chinese authors noted above (especially
Jin) who have a different view of Chinese military culture.

In contrast, Zhang and Xu believe that Western culture is driven by
profit and not maality. National interests are the center piece of US
government affairs and the standard pursued by strategic degiakars. The
authors believe economic interests are the starting point for US strategic culture
since the US is a capitalist country rulbg pragmatists. This enhances an
orientation toward material gafft

Second, Zhang and Xu compare defensive and offensive thinking in
China and the US. They believe that
and that even offensive actions aredefense. The US is offensively motivated
and expansionist oriented, t he auth
growth of US capitalism, resolve contradictions in domestic economic
contradictions, avoid divisions, and bring about national seaiffity.

Third, the authors discuss the topic of strong and weak forces, which
they describe as an important category in Chinese culture. Strong forces stanc
for attack and masculinity, and weak forces refer to defense and femininity.
Chinese strategic culturis ideologically weak and uses weakness to gain
victory according to Zhang and Xu. China believes that victory is gained from
knowledge and notstrength Thusa we ak def ense can
capacities anallow one tobideone 6 s t i me or gainingsniastdryl a
after an enemy has struck first. It represents the crystallization of the fusion of
paci fist thought and dialectical t hi
the wisdom of seeking the ?2°0Smgrategiane n 1
culture, the authors note, stresses the opposite. It is focused on the worship o
strength, the praise of attacks, and emphasis on competition and subjugation
There is a selfeneration of ideology and value concepts backed up by strong
material brces?*’

Finally, the authors state thahere is a difference in economic
backgrounds and thus approaches in China and the US. China is more of ar
agricultural force and the US is a commercial force. The Chinese people are
attached to their native larahd are unwilling to leave.ifThusthey do not
engage in expansionism. They place emphasis on ground defense and have ligt
regard for maritime defense. Agriculture is the reason the country became rich
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and made the military strondiuthors Zhang and Xulook at the US as a
capitalist country rich in mercantilism, a country of immigrasmsd for this
reason US territorys alwaysexpandahg. Expansion has been greatly assisted
by an offensive naval force. Finally treuthors write that th&JS uses the
military to keep the country strong while China uses the prosperity of the
country to make the military strorftf

In summation, Zhang and Xu note that China has a well established
history of strategic culture. They write that Confuciamsttrine has held a
dominant positiorsincethe Han Dynasty (which directly contradicts Chinese
writerd focus onthe influence ofMarxism) and that caution has ruled when
force has been used. With regard to the US, the authors write that Americans
think of themselves as pacifist but the figures show othertffise.

Ren Xiangqun offered another view of strategic culture. He is an
assistant researcher at the Department of War Theory and Strategic Studies at
the Military Science College and is a Colonel witRPlD in Military Science.

Ren quots Li Jijun, a retired general and wddhown Chinese strategist, to
start his analysis. Li wrote that i
strategic theory formed on the foundation of a certain history and cultural
tradition of a people. This kind of thought and the@gcording to Reris what
guides strategic actions and® WSnpac
mainstream cultural tradition is based on the thought, values, and behaviors of
white, middleclass peole. These are the political leaders, CEOs, university
presidents, scientists, reporters, and novelists that have successfully influenced
society. This tradition, according to Ren, focuses on manifest destiny in foreign
affairs, individualism, commercialismpragmatic philosophy, and social

Darwinism?%!

Chen, Wang, and Wang apparently agree with this assessment. They
wrote in 2002 that

The Catholic Puritans among the early European immigrants felt
superior in that they felt they weéehosen by Godl a a dl mdmifest
destiny to save the woddall of which mixed in with their
mercantilism, expansionism, practicality, and social Darwinism to
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become the basis of the ideological culture of the United States and
cognitive roots of dset® countryods

Ren and the Chen, Wang, and Wargpllective mention social
Darwinism. This is an adjunct to Dar
refers to the US predilection that t
t he f antongetlsehuinan speciesThey appear to use this concept
interchangeably with the concept of manifest destiny, in both cases implying
t hat the US sees a Ari ght ompdsimghtteat h e r
systemon others At a Sun Tzu Art of War symposium, &i@ese moderator
even went so far as to state that i
canot get rid of war . China must u
Darwinism problent

These articles and others fr@@hina Military Sciencere revealindgor
their prejudicialonesided treatment andjudgment of US actionsand
corresponding aggrandizement of Chinese generosity and benevolence. Chines
analysts ignore US acts of benevolence, such as US attempts to bring peace t
Bosniaor stop genocide in other areas of the woflde Chinese authors ignore
these actions and focus only on what they ternexgmnsionist and material
motives.Meanwhi |l e Chinads qui et moves i
ignored.

In similar fashion,China accuses the US of selfneration. Clearly a
country basing its ideology around the communist cult of personality (Mao,
Deng, Jiang, etc.) is conducting seéherationalbeit of a different type. For a
nation supposedly focused on the people, thisifficdt to understand. US
ideology venerates the achievements of the common man in science and othe
areasas well as presidents and statesnheract, plitical leaders areftenthe
focus ofscorn in the USnedia Thus the strategic culture of both nams leads
to different debates and interpretations. This is hard to deny.

Another example of a prejudicial assessment comes from the work of
Fang Yonggang. He notes that internally, officers and troops in the PLA are
united and Ademoyx sy apgowl ¢ dandidterparyc rPa
democracyo ar e being promot ed. Ext
innovative reverence for the masses dritke PLA forward so that the
prominentgoalof fAbeing of the peopl efleremts a
from foreign military culture, Fang writes, particularly that of the West, whose
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values are oriented toward fiserving
capital®®st class. o

China and the USnay not correctly assess each otherhapsout d
ignorance, oversights, or the overridingfluence oftheir nationalstrategic
cultureon their perceptionsYao and Du note that the different approaches that
countries have to their security interests influence the formation of their
military values ad the selection of their ways of military thinkifd. The
implication is that the more we understand strategic culture and the selection of
security interests, the better we will be able to understand one another.

Wang Lin, Wang Yitao, and Wang Guibimentioned earlierwrite in
2005 abouta methodby whichto better understand one anotljeven though
they were discussing theonductof cultural warsat the timé). They wite that
when examining the cultural roots and characteristics of the core alpait
enemy, subjects must avoid cultural prejudice when dealing with targets. One
must actively utilize empathy toward the cultural proclivities of the target. To
be truly empathetic, seven steps must be followeds these same steps,
however, that cdd be applied to understand one another better in peacetime.
That is, the seven step recommendation would work in times of war to get at
enemy mind sets; or in peacetime to better work with one another and eliminate
potential points of misunderstanding gesially in times of crises!)These
steps are:

1 One must share the inner state of someone and recreate that

personds .inner i mage

One must recognize the types of cultural diversity in society

One must know oneself and individuals in a given culture

Onemust el iminate onebd6s ownh i so

One must take on the other per

One must acquire experience through empathy obtained from

the five steps above

1 One must restore his or her inner state, arekperiet € o ne 6 ¢
own cultural state agaifr®

=A =4 =4 =4 4

These same steps are used to conduct media waataarding to the authors
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Other Important Aspects of Advanced Military Culture

The articlesof Liu Tinghua, Yang Yuling, Fang Yonggang, avithng
Zhaohaiin ChinaMilitary Sciencealso included several other issues worthy of
consideration regarding advanced military cultusie. Tinghua, a Director of
the Research Office of the Historical Research Department of the Academy of
Military Sciences emphasizethe connetion between strategy and histoin
2002, he wrote on military ideological and cultural lessl@asnedfrom the
Chinese classiavork 1 Ching since many of thd Ching lessons (combat
preparedness, unity of the people and army,tatdpistdfise of fore) have
become Chinese cultural traditions.

Liu writes aboutthe ] Chingc oncept t hat the As
resting in safety, does not forget that danger may come; when in a state of
security, he does not forget the possibility of ruin; and when all is in a state of
order, he does not f o?°Je stengtheranationdli s c
defense, the superior man must educate the people and nourish them; think o
what might come and prepare for it; and keep weapons in good repair in case O
unforeseen contingencies. The goal is to be ever vigilant and mindful of
adversitis and prepare for the worst. Further, the army must insist upon
participating only in just wars (i.e., the liberation of people) and using only
competent generals who possess integrity; fostering harmonious relations with
people to create a unified militafront; instituting rigorous discipline; utilizing
flexibility (subjective initiative) in commands; luring the enemy into terrain;
staying positive in the face of momentary setbacks; gaining a firm
understanding of the nature of war; and treating prisoradr war with
respect®’ Chinese cultureeventuallyabsorbednostof these issuethat were
written about long ago

However, Liu warns that thieChing contains mysticism and irrational
thoughtas wellthat must be countered by taking a scientific view. &@mple,
there is the belief that a dangerous campaign will result if someone witnesses

the i mmersion of a young foxés tail
thinking must be counteréc In fact

Winning or losing a war is the result of a test between soldiers and
weapons and is influenced by terrain and weather conditions, along
with how well commanders exercise their subjective initiative. It has

26 juTinghua fAStudy of Military | deology and
China Military Séence 2002, No. 6, pp. 380.
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nothing to do with divination, which was the result of the low level of
scientific advanceménat the time which led to the search for
psychological comfort by means of praying to gods for proteétion.

The preservation of unity is a major traditional theme that the Chinese
cariied over into advanced military culture. It is a national cultural tradition of
some importance that is most often reflected in Chinese discussimng
Taiwan. Yang Yuling, a PhD and the Director of the Military History and
Culture Teaching and ResearchtSéecon of t he Xi 6an Pol
t hat ACulture plays a role that can
namely the functions of coalescence, integration, assimilation, and
standardization of the conduct and psychology of the social gwithbs a
n at i @ultude, Yang believes, molds an identification psychology in
people or a country through assimilation and acclimationficagnitive
schematio often referred to as nationalf:Yang adds that @Af
years, national unity Isaalways been viewed as the highest political objective
and as being in the highest interest
reunification with Taiwan remains a priorit§?

Yang addsthat values represent the scale from which standards of
sodal conduct are measured and tested. Upholding unity is one of these values.
National spiritor unity is a key element of identification psychology, reflected
as patriotism. National unity provides will and vitality for the nation, is
embedded i aat ihnianla 6sspinr it and i s fi Cl
systematic recognition &% The dulévatisntodt e 6
a cognitive psychology of shared cul
basic stratagem for national reunificain 2%* 6

Finally, Yang writes that national identity involves political, economic,
cultural, and military factors, which he terms a systematic construct. It is also a
construct that must change with the times. While China must maintain and
manage an endugnmemory of its traditions, it must also respond to cultural
challenges brought on by changing timi&s.
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Fang Yonggangwrote a comprehensive paper on advanced military
culture and its aspects. He states that advanced military culture in the PLA has
six sulsystems: military thought, military ethics, military institutions, military
science and technology, military strategy, and military mentat®ifieis list is
somewhat similar to that of Yao and Du mentioned earlier.

The first subsystemmilitary thought,refers to military culture at the
level of reason and is expressed in philosophical and theoretical form. It reveals
the innate connection between issues of war and economics, war and politics
war and culture, humans and weapons, and the laws &fwar.

The second subsystem is military ethics. This subsystem iisternal
system of standards of conduct for the armed forces internally. Marxist military
ethics guide the Chinese military
traditions. Advanced militarytkics obey the command of the Party, love of the
military, respect for cadres, strict adherence to discipline, patriotic devotion,
perseverangeintegrity, hard work, and enlightened etiquette, providing a
strong structural pillar for the fighting spirit a PLA soldier?®®

The third subsystem is the creation and development of military
institution® their form, nature, function, and implementation. These institutes
integrate and standardize military activities and never cease to innovate and
adapt to new &hnology and equipment or theories of fightffy.

The fourth subsystem is military science and technology. It consists of
theory, ideology, consciousness, knowledge, quality, the capacity for
innovation, systems of cognition, and a scientific attitudis.ilt this subsystem
that the factor of quality plays its major role (due to the cyber age) and edges
out quantity in importance. Science and technology will have a major impact on
increasing combat power and will require new types of thinking, ideological
concepts, ideas about work, and methods of leadership suited to the demands ¢
informatized war."

The fifth subsystem is military strategy which reveals the quality,
traditions, and reality beneath military culture. The roots of strategy began long
ago and form a unique cultural tradition in Chinese history. Mao first integrated
Marxist strategy intotte Chinese revolution and this began an innovation in
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culture that allowed China to absorb lessons from the West. Chinese culture is
thus adaptive and able to integrate traditional strategic culture with modern
science and technology championed in the Wést

Finally, there is the subsystem of mental life manifested mainly in
military literature and art. This subsystem allows for the creation of personal
gualities consisting of idealistic beliefs that motivate soldiers to make
contributions. It elicits a awsciousness of national defense in people and
improves combat powéf?

In addition to the six subsystems mentioned by Fang, he also listed five
functions of advanced Chinese military culture. They are guiding ideology,
uniting military morale, creating mental incentives, providing intellectual
support, and guiding scientific methad3.

Major General Wang Zhaohai, Chairman of the Political Department at
the Academy of Military Sciences, writes thmailitary culture can be dissexd
into form, era, region, and class. Military cultucan be dividedy form into
military spiritual culture, the culture of military systems, the culture of military
conduct, and the culture of military equipment. By era it can be divided into
traditional military culture and modern military culture. By region, it can be
divided into Chinese military culture and Western military culture. By class
attributes, it can be divided into landlord military culture, capitalist culture, and
proletariat military cliure?’* Military culturethusis an important concept that
includes different aspects of military activity.

Conclusions

This discussion of Chinese military culture is, admittedilpjted to
one journal It has used only a few articles from a vast treaswove of works
on the issue. However, it serves as an introductory viewpoint on the topic and a
contemporary one at that, fostered by the official journal of the Chinese
Academy of Military Science.

The discussion initially highlighted six spa | | @idn tisp o f i n
that focused on some specific items of Chinese military culture. These points of
interest were (1.) a Chinese analyst
the #Ararest of raritieso for Chis$ nes.
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point of view is at odds with the most popular assessment of Chinese military
cultural history, a history based on humanity and benevolence (2.) the
important role that Marxism plays for both its impact on culture and on military
thought processes. Thatter point includes the concept of the dialectical
thought process among other Marxist ideas (3.) the focus some Chinese
analysts placed on combining technology with strategy. There is a realization
that pure strategic thoughts are not enough in a wwHdre technology is
driving equipment and concepts (4.) the more traditional focus on the role that
intellectuals played (Sun Tzu was an intellectual who became a stratést)
focus on thought may be the reason that strategy surfaced as the maimt eleme
in Chinese traditional thinkingThe study of ancient Chinese history also
demonstrates the importance of innovation and creativity in Chinese thinking,
to include borrowing the best elements from Western military culture.
Hopefully, US theorists aredening from Chinese history as wefh.) a focus

on strategic psychological warfare and the use of persuasive techniques via the
media to influence situations. This includes the use of persuasive technique
simul ations and ( 6. )Chihdsemilithiy guiturear all a g
its aspects (theory, ethics, science and technology, strategy, etc.), causing
several significant shifts.

One conclusion that becomes evident upon reading Chinese military
cul tur al materi al i sorytwithathie ,charboteristic€df i n
our armed forces is the outcome of the combination of Marxist military theory
with the concrete pr act i?¢ &atasfnot@myi n a
ancient military theory but Western and some contemporary Chinese history
have strongly influenced military tradition in China. Another conclusion is that
the digital age has genuinely threatened traditional military culture in China
forcing the PLA to develop what it terms as advanced military culture.

The general discussion also incladdefinitions of several terms
focused on culture: military culture, strategic culture, traditional and advanced
military culture, and cultural warsThese definitions offer a general
understanding of the importance of knowledge and values to the Chinese
military as well as the important role that society at large plays in the formation
of military culture. In addition the components of advanced mylitaulture
were described. Cultural warfare, for example, emphasized how to demonstrate
empat hy and t r ul nequigng thathie last step @f the pracess t L
was tex pferré ence oneds own cul tural s

25Zheng Shenxia A Est abl i sh and | mpl ement Sci en
Forward the Construction of Military Theory inan/lo u n d GHaa Milidary
Science 2005, No. 4, pp.-9.
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The discussion makes it cledrh a t Chinads anal yst
distill years of military culture as they decide on the direction in which the

PLAGs military culture should head a
military cultural thinking. This fact alone should bé great interest to other
nati ons. Chinads focus on military ¢

becoming an increasingly important player on the world stage.

It is important for the US to study Chinese military culture not only to
learn where it iheaded but to understand what is of value from their ancient
history. There are many aspects of Chinese military culture and theory that
offer the Western analyst another way of viewing or solving a problérma.

US, of course, should be as selective inading items from Chinese thought

for its use as the Chinese are when choosing military concepts from a Western
systemWang Zhaohai noted that China i
military culture when we seek to draw lessons from it, nor must we simply
exclude foreign military culture because it conflicts with our own, and thereby
overl ook the posit i*\e mashdbthbsamee f i ci al

Chinads military cul tural transit
are transitioning from a mechaed to an informationized force. The PLA is
learning how to operate in complex electromagnetic environments and how to
conduct information warfare tactics. This revolutionary change in the conduct
of warfare has left its mark on military culture and theletion of advanced
military culture is proof positive. China is very concerned over the penetration
of its military culture by Western media and hopes to do better at constructing
socialist culture with Chinese characteristics, creating cultural diffusion
hardware and software over which China has autonomous intellectual property
rights, and, as author Wang Shudao noted, taking action to expose the

hypocrisy of Westernar€hi nese f orces. Chinabds a
i fooit is to Gpeopeabuf€hinwaasdcmedia i
borders in an effort to takKée over th
Finally, a | ook at Chi nabos mi | it
expose predispositions and intentions that the US can utilize tter be
understand Chinaés military | eaders

increasingly aggressive Chinese behavior and growing defense budget, and the
reconnaissance activities by units such as PLA hackers, indicate that the
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Chinese will be welprepared to fight a future war in a strategic manner, one
that other nations may not consider. As was noted earlier, what is scarier thar
inferior technology to some Chinese theorists is inferior thinking. It appears
that in the case of the PLA, they are Wing hard to ensure that their thinking

is not inferior but takes the best frdbast andVest.

It is evident, based on the occasional conflicts that arise between China
and the West, t hat both sides need
intentionsbetter. A closer study of military culture and an open debate among
the two sides on the topic may provide one avenue (among many) to do so.
Hopefully this analysis has opened a few doors to understanding the current
concerns and reactions of the PLA tee tthreats it perceives to its military
culture as well as offering a rever:
i s possible to expose-Westem foltgs just@as hes y
hoped to expose t he -Chipgsedccesi Thy dialedtic t h
works for either Chinese or Western thought.
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